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2. For the ſpace of 200. yeares after Chri#t the Viſible Churches 
'—  wſmeg governement werenot Dioceſan Churches, but partt- 
cular ordinary Coneregations only: and the Biſhops (as they. 
Were pec uliarly called afier the 4paitles) were only Pariſhio. 
- wall not Dioceſan Biſhops, differing from other PaFtors only: 
#3 Prioritie of order not in Maioritie of rule." 


. Pag.57 


| Bw 4 3» TbeScriptures -4 the New Teftaments dg @iaine & ſet forth 
oe ntVbP 5 he goutrWrent by x CET 
E--  -« Apotiles Prophetes Evanechites ) an ordinary forme of 
= -.- Church.governement vſed then. | 
T hl 4. Theordinar y forme of Church-governement ſet forth nts: 
_— vs in the New Teftament, ought nega? to be kept ſtill by 4 
vs; it is not changeable by men, and therefore it only is law-. 
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this time, aſlurcth vs that the preſent Eccleſiaſticall Orders arc 
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To. the high and mightie Prince 
 LJAMES by the grace.of God King of 
| England, Scotland, France, andTreland, 
Defender of the faith, &rc. Grace and 
peace bemultipliedin Chriif 


' 8fr.Saviour,'' 


S273 I:ht high, mightic,and gracious Sove- 
KS caigne, in moſt humble wife your Maicſties 
$&Y loyall & devoted Subiects who for. the lafe- 
BS==) cicofour ſoulcs deliretheReformatis of our 
SÞRSEE Churches according to Gods, word, do caſt 
Va So downe our (elves ingin true affection of our 
———__ ac before yo Royal) preſence, whom 
we acknowledge to bethe noblcſt pillar of thei Gaſpell and the 
greateſt hope = the propagation and eſtabliſhing rhereof-thae 
15 in alt Chriſtendom.” Beſecching your Hig hnes to extend your 
Kingly ayde and furtherance ynto vs: inioyr foreſaid moſt neceſe 
farie and iuſt deſire, with proteRion, alſgcoward;aus innocen= 
Cies againſt the Oppreſſion'of ourAdverlaries if this gauleiTheir 
Oppreſſions of vs are and haye ben many,:yery; grigyous, and of 
long continuance, For the which we, have kpowen ther yours 
Majeſtic formerly hath ben touched with a godly$tender com- 
miſcration towards ys. Asit is with all abt. + thankfulnes ac- 
knowledged(to your immortall honor) by * a Reverend, Father; M. Carli 
one that heeretofore taſted therof,and now lately fleepeth inthe _ mg: 
Lord.The truth of God maintayned then,is the yery {ame which oo 
we now dutifully ſeeke for .. Our-gonſfeiences,are rather more mil. on Ec=' 
certified of the goodnes and neceflitie of theſe Ordinances of «el. ; 
God, by how much more tyme we have ſpent ſince in examining 
and trying the Reaſons alleaged to and fro about theſame . The 
great increaſing alſo of Papiltss.and Libergines; among vs: firice 


we # 


Az2 more 


| py" a. : ., : | oo” \ 
ndlyror n tothe ucecitte of the Goſpel. Be: 


ſides,the maſt lamdenrable diflentions and diverlitic of opinions 
in matters of Religion breaking foorth every where among the 
people (contrary to Jove]ly Vnitic, which the Dioceſan Buhops 
do yainly Pretend to bea proper fruit of their Office, and con- 
 traryto that whidhforherCharchies refuſing them and their Tra- 
ditions do f\yectly inioy) this animateth vs with all durifull in- 
deayour to fceke this Reformation aforeſaid fo divinely comen- 
ded ynto vs. Laſtly, we have had it from your Maieltie very oft, 


Ly 


forout{oultshealth.” They are vaine words of men vnadviſed, 
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ood or evill , neceflarie or vnlawfull. Our Adverſaries do 
ſharply rife vp againſt vs,and labour to charge vs with moſt odi- 
ous reproches and accuſations , chiefly laid out to your Majeſtis 
and others necre you.” Where as they know well, rhar we com 
nothing ſhort of themlſclyes touching any duty to your Highnes 
Crowne and Dignitic. And in aft=fion ro your perſon we 
| haue ben before them all, yea then when it hath gon the harder 
with vs for ir. Only ina point of Religion we differ from them, 
that we belceve Gods written Word ought to be our ſele warrant 
for all things Eccleſtafticall, and even fo namely for thoſe with 
vs now in controverlic , if atall chey be lawfull, Which point 
they viterly deny. And forthis cauſe they cry our importunatly 
that weare Schiſmatikes. There is no end of their ſpeeches and 
writings loading vs with this extreame injuriec. Whereynto 
though we hauc to long vicd more then patient filence {yer all- : 
waycs we can notdo ſo. Wearetaught by a worthy ſaying of 1,10 4 
an aticient Divine ; 7n crimine Hereſeos neminem oportes eſſe pa- Pammack. 
tientem., When any is accuſed of Hzrefie or Schifme,(axwe are) 
he ought by no meanesto putir vp in ſilence, but to make his 
LfilldeRnſ, Wherefore I thought it needfull (being,though 
the meaneſt of my brethren , yer by Gods grace one of his ſer= 
yants inthe Miniſtery of the Goſpell , 2nd being not only in ge- 
nerall , butalſo © in particular thus traduced by them) needfult © Anſwer 
therefore I thought it to be to gine our ſom Reaſons of our faith }3 — x 
and conſcience in this cauſe. Whereby our innocencie & found on of Mis '} 
judgment hceerein (through Gods bletfing) ſhalbe made mani- nifters dew; 1 
feſt, and our Adrvecrfaries chicfclt evafions beirig taken away the _ gRelv's 
truth and neceſſity of this Reformation is more diſtin&tly and =" *73 
clcercly demonſtrated, 1 deny not(moſt noble Priner) but that 
there de divers Brethren deliring this Reformation, who yer 
affirme nor all that 1 aftirme in this Treatiſe, or ſomething 
not fo fully. Neither are the Dioceſan Biſhops , nor their fol- 
lowers, all wholy of one mind. Yettouching vs, I know we 
wholy agrec inthe grotid of our defire; which is the Sufficiency 
and perfection of Gods word in whatſoeyer marters mecrely Ec- 
clcliaſticall. I ſay , mecrely Ecclcſiafticall. For in matters any 
| Way 
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eyery ſober minded man well conſidering the Reaſons heercaf- 
ter deduced from this ground , will (1 hope) in ſhort time nor 
TTRAvS. | - _ : 
Bur now it remayneth (Gracious Soveraigne) that I intreate 
your Majeſtic , which in moſt low!y and humble maner Ido, to 
pardon my boldnes. Firſt in prebering thee Reaſons,& to ſuch 
a purpoſe as heere is ſignified, Second]y in preſenting them to 
your Highnes. Thirdly in prcſuming heercin to alleage and cite 
ſome __ owne goulden ſentences. Your religious wiſcdom 
calilic perccayeth that this purpoſe , beſide \mine owne due de- 
fence; concerneth a moſt waightic and holy work : viz. the Re- 
formation of many and great diſorders (as we are perſwaded) in 
our Churches, which hitherto haue ben the proper cauſes of yn= 
{pcakeable hinderanceto the Goſpel], and of calamitie to infinir 
 faithfull lovers thereof among vs. In which regard\how glori- 
- 0usa worke this will be and how acceptable to God, how hono- 
rable for your (clfc,and how neceſſary for vs,your Highnes(l am 
{ure)right well vnderſtandeth;and I hope by viewing theſe ſmall 
labours of minc you may ſomwhat more vnderſtand. My deſire 
was to be bricf and plaine in ſo important a cauſe. Wherefore] 


hauc touched the pith of all in a few,namely in 4. Aſſertions for-. 


tified with ſhort and cleere proofes. And to whom oughtlI chicf- 
ly to offer them but to your Highnes? C6lidering that you have 
willed vs to preaſe by patience and well gronnded Reaſons to per- 
[wade all the ret to like of our indgements, or where we ſte better 
grounds on the other part to incline therevnto . Which by Gods 
grace we ſhalbe ready alwayes to ro_ Conlidering alſo 
that yours is the Soveraign power heere to give generall redreſſe 
rotheſe our not only temporall, bur alſo ſpirituall grievances in 
our conſciences. And conſidering that you not ot know, but 
alſo embrace and profeſle molt rel1giouſly the ſame maine Prin- 

Ciple of our faith and ground of this #6 waſton of our Conſci- 

ences which we reſt ypon: viz. T he holy Scriptures abſolut per- 

feftion in matters EcclefiaFticall. Laſtly, conſiderin g. how you 

have eſtabliſhed the Churches in your Maicfties othet Kinzdom 
of 
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of Scotland, and inyour Vlarides of Terfey and Guernſey, accor- 
dingly already. Therefore have I ben bolde in all duty to offer 
thelc Reaſonsto your Maicſtic, as to one whom they principally 
concerne. Where alſo we do all beſeech you to ſuffer theſe words 
of exhortation. Be ſtrong jn the Lord, and looſe nor the things 
which you have don. Yea proceed, and do this noble work a- 
mong vsalſo. The Lorde is with you, while you be with him. 
When you follow cloſe his wayes, your very cncmics ſhalbe ar 
peace with you. Ir ſhalbe caſietodoir. To your people gene- 
rally it wilbe moſt acceptable , as a thing oclidfe: before : 
ro all neighbour Proteſtant Countreys ioyfull , as wherein we 
ſhalbe all necrer linked rogeather., To be ſhort,every way ir ſhall 
bring more Honor and lcilt inconvenience to your eſtate, then 
perhaps you may ſuppoſe. Finally,Gracious Soveraigne,as tou- 
ching my preſumption in medling with your writings and ap- 
plying them to this purpoſe, I can fay nothing, bur only ſabmir 
my {c]fe to your wie, venn religious conſideration. Sure - 
I am,when we your loyall and faithfull Subiects did firſt ceand 
read the fame, it was the greateſt ioy and comfort to our heartes | 
that could come vnto vs. And therfore I could nor bur give ſom 
notice thereof, alwaycs inthe moſt dutifull & obedicnt affeion 
of my heart thar I cancxprefle. The Lord lefus in mercy bleſſe 
your Maicſtic for cuer, 6c preſerve your precious ſoule from flat- 
tery and falſhood.. AME N. 


Your Maieſties humble, obedi- 


ent, and faithfull Subiect HENRY 
FAC r B, a Miniſter of Gods 
worQ, | ; 


\Colimns Imperatorem vt hominem a Deo fecunium-, 


\,& ſols Deo minorems, Tertull.ad Scapul, 
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Nt is \ mieſſrk z0 "_ the Churches if England, 
their Miniftcrie, and Cerembtier. 


A general Argument, : 


ran |] things Contrarie to Gods word ought 
PS > ncceſlitie to be reformed. 

Bag But with vs in England. there are 
NAY) Formes of ſome reputed viſible Chur- 
PR 1 ches , viz. viing Church-government, 
CET cheir | proper Miniſteries or Offices, and 


Wy en Ceremonies Coxtrarie to Gods word. \ 


Therefore with vs in England it is neceſlaric to fee 


the Churches, their Miniſterie, and Ceremonies. 


The Aſſumption is proved; in g. Reaſons, | | 


Irſt, we haue the 2. Commandements in the Decs- 


 logue: * Thou ſhalk not make to thy ſelſe any image or ukenes « yx84,x0, | | 


" of anything,c. Thou ſhalt not bow downe 10 it nor worſhip 
i. Which isa perpetuall and-yniverfall Law now ſtill for 


all Chriſtians,to the ſame very effe@ and purpoſe <7 ng it 


was heretofore vnto the Tewes. Where we muft note, 
that God forbiddeth not the ſame Idoll-worſhip heere, 
which is forbidden properlyinthe 1..Commandement, 


_ wherehefaith;*Tho u ſhalt nat. haue any other Gods before me. 
This heere forbidden i is an other. kind of idolatrie. In 


the firſthe forbiddeth whatſocyver Divine or Godly ho- 


nor given vnto any thing-belidevnto God himſelfe. But 


 *heere he fotbiddeth all Meanes beigg Humane Inv#ions, « vel 4.55 


whereby 


« yorſ, Þ 


4+ 3» 


ET. nturgia, 


_ namely all Outwardme 
| Pour; ward-Worſhipor$S 


; «Is r Ns eror is ML he i Ll Py 
whereby! men wouldgitie honor tothe tc Ge od.” And 
nearies; which Wwecall Gods * Out- 
Service. Yet conſider ralwayes that in 
this Conners erſuch Outward meancs of honoring 
| Godarenotdenyedto mens diſcretis as are Civill,cither 
meerely or mixtly. Butonly ſuch are heere denyed asare 
meecrely Eeclefiaſticall things , and ſerue ſim nply tothe ex- 
erciſe df Religion. As all Kecleſiaſticall Rites, ATions, Mint 
 fleries gin Formes of Viſible Churches hich beinetas'i it were) 


{enſibleimages ſerving ftmply for religious orEccleliaſtt- 


call vſes, and being meerely the inventions ofmen, muſt 


}- 


needs by this Commandement b2 all amply. vnlawfull. 
Or,in Gods Outward worſhip this Commandement gj- 
veth leave to mens diſcretion & wiſedom only touchin 
meere Circumſtances, which are nothing els but Oval, 
onall or Accidentall things thercin. And theſe Occaſio- 
nall Cireumſtances or Accidents arc alwayes ſuch Parti- 


.  culars,as whoſe Generallsarceither Civill,or Naturall,or 


Writtenin the word. I fay, theſe Particulars only (not- 


vithſtading this Commandement)are permitted to men 


to appoint,or to change againe.at their diſcretion. In this 


rextthenthere are 3 RON tobe'noted. * 1. The matter. 
2: The Atithor:'3;Theteſpeat duefrom vs vnto the: mat- 
ter heere contained.' The ative is the whole ſpitituall 
Meanes of worſhipping thetrue God. And namely the 
Ourward ſpirituall meancs; thatis,Gods, Viſible Charch, 

his Miniſtery ; his whole! utward Worſhip and Service. 

2.The Authos ofallthis is preciſely determined;viz iz, God: 
himſelfe, andho Man. 3-9uch. Inventions of x men muſt 
hauefrom Gods people nd reverence: but Gods owne 


erdinatices. muſt. *: nd hy ths 2. Commandement 
- -3% Hamann ar" Teldee- F J 
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Ravoruet Ovn Cnvxentss & 


' "Tothis effectlikewiſe tremany other places of Scrip- 


ture; exccllent expoſitions/ and: interpretations of this 


maine Commaundemert. As, *Whatſoever I commannd «Deus ya 


you,tuke heed that you doit: thou ſhalt pat nothing thereto, nor 
take ought therefrom. *T his is the way,walkeye init: turne not 
to the right hande wor to ile left. *T he Lap of the Lords per- 
fedt. F 1 hate vaine inventions, but thy lawe doe 1 love. Te 
ſhall have fringes, that when ye laoke pon them, ye may remens- 


ber all the commandements of the Lord,and dothens : and that ' 


yee ſecke n01 afier yo uw onne heart, nor after your owne eyes, after 
the which ye goa whorimy * Every plant that my heavenly fa- 
ther hath not planted, ſlalbe reoted vp. ** The whole Scripture 
#5 given by inſpiration f Ged, making the man of God perfect 
unto every good worke. © The holy Ghoft ſhall lead you into all 
truth. *No m7 addets any thing to a mans Teftament : wuch 
 lefſemay weaddeynto Chriſtes Teſtament . Which is 

_ the holy Scripeures of the Apoſtles, and nothing els 


in the world. Laſtly,* Harke ther which make ſchiſmes and 
#ffenſes © Beſides thetottrine which you haxe learned and avoid -- 


ther. For ſuch ſeruenot the Lord Ieſas Chriftgee, With ma- 
nie other mo placss to the ſame purpoſe. 
Our of all whch this doctrine remaineth cleare and 
firme, that all Hanane inventions, or Fuwriiten Trad:tions 
Eccleſiafticall are Urettly contrarteto-Gods wootd. Yea 
being but Beſiae the Scripture, they are flatly comtrarie to 
it in theſe places And therfore Gods owne word(which 
| tsonly the holyScriptures as was before noted)ought to 
be religiouſlie teleeved, and held tobe for vs as a moſt 
perfetand abþplute demonſtration of all things whatſo- 
everbcing proverlie and. ſimplie Eccleſiaſticall or religi- 
ous. Which ws the ſpeciallendand vſe they were given 
or, As likewſe they wete —— even - 
| B 2 
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« Pal. 19-F 
6 Pſal. 1 L 9s 
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«* Matr, 15s 
13. 
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* Tolu. 36.1}; . 


«Gal.z.r37/ 


* Rom.16; 
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FrY 7 Na aa wnn: 2. To 
* befoabſclareand fit for them; ever firice God'did 
"oe themany holy Seriprute; Zrom which sropndes 8 
» principalt places of Gods worde thus declared, we will 
E 5 t hin udeand frame our fiſt Reaſon. 

=” on *. » TEwehave Dioceſan and Provinciall Chutches viing 
..  » Fgovemement,& Miniſtcries orOffices proper to them. 
| +. © andalſo Ceremonies (that is,Rites)now in controver- 
Lyawriten 2 fie, all which are Inventions & Traditions vtterly with- 
| Traditions. ,, GxtrheScriptare; then we have ſeme reputed Churches 
| "5 29 as touching their outward viſible forme, and miniſteries, 
 » and Ceremonies,contrarie to God worde. 

> Butwehaue Dioceſan 8 Provinciall Churches vſing 


| SO 
' » government, their proper Offices, riz. the Provinciall & 


vrigaerhe) » Dioceſan* high Commiſhon, Provnciatl and Dioceſan 

| Gaſticall 5 Ruling Biſhops, alſo controverted Ceremonies which 

| Gealures. areal Eccleſiaſtical vmwritten Tradtions,no WAayes CON- 
2» tainedin,butcleane beſide the Scriptire. 

"PIES" Therefore theyare contrerie to tleſe places of Gods 
A awonk theyareſ? lyevill, & of necefitiethe other; viz, 
"x. nthe Pariſh Charches in England ough: to bee reformed, 

-:.*- » freed, and cleered of them all. 

| Where itisfirft to be noted, chat althoſk forenamed 
matters Eccleſiaſtical, rany other els;vhich may.orcan 
belawtfullarcand vughtto ber6tainecin the Scripture, 


either expreflic or by necelſarie conſequence.” Other- 
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TT raditions,contrarievo: the Seri 2H] 
/10:Againetstobendn \ thixt, dokſinilitdon of meh 
-a'VifibleChurch(charisg which #induclvwith power of 
-Spirituall ourward; 5 rar HB ofdirery formes acid 
:pmgres; Nexerchelcein'tre Lin'veic deed/Chyiſt 
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nh On heto! allowedandbe- 
F bevy Fall COr ſlats . For who.is 
I it, that can or ever could makeany ſocictie. of people to 


bea Viſible Church, bur Chriſt onely « Some men e- 


to be one Catholike and vniveriallgovernement Eccleſt- 
aſticalt vnto which all hey Cimpiſs and their govern- 
ments muſt be ſubordinate. Butin Gods worde there is 
no ſuch viſible Church nor governement anie where to 
be found. This is meerly debiſed by the witte and will +. 
of rmnen.' Againe men eſteemea whole Nation profefſing ,. . = | 
the Goſpell, to be one viſible Church, and they callita © *©.- 
National church. Likewiſea Province a Provincial church: 3. 
anda Dioceſea Dzoceſan Church. Butnane of theſe like- Ay, 
wiſe can be found in the whole new Teſtamgtof Chriſt. _ Sj 
Only 4 Particular orditiary conftant Congreeation of, Chri-' Pattrutar 
ſtians in Chriſtes Teſtament. is appointed and reckoned © 
tobea viſible Church . And therefore fo ſtandeth the ches 


caſe ny heere with vs, in Englandalſo, qnd ſo we ought Yigaie = 

to elteeme it; .Thewhach that it may mgre clearelie ap- Churches, _ 
[ pexre rs DyefilegThitnoughtatat ett downe this 
| > 


rief Table following, wherein all the divers and ſundrie *,<be% 


” ſenſes of a Churchin the * New'Teſtamentareplainlie 8 _ 
: A. Ss gs & | a Y; "S006 5 . e vnaer 
 diſtindtlie ſhewed.. And yct;hone of the 4. forcnamed vi- 1.aw,which 
Mg Churches (i fojeds rephite them) are any where wee _— 
there to be found. © © nafl & only 
at 4 2557 uy : TTL 26-0 . one in the 
world vnderone High Prieft:Yhich were Figures and are ceaſed. Such alſo was that Ons 
Eharch' jt thewilderties, As 7.8 4. which was yet nevercheles buc one particular Aſſembly 
_ Whbldbne' erſo ncereas ſuch a multitude could be, Exod 19 11 &c- 
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Chriftt0 which the goverment Ecclefiaſticall of it 


one ccrtainspnhlike place about matters of the Common wealth. 4 


_ ; 
— > 


. | Chriſtians mecting for ecli- | larplace whick 


= EAT £6 PE, | Defioitly; This 
inthe next and neerefſt pro- | is fore ccrraine 
 pertion aunfrvering to the | known ©parri- 
Original! cuill yſe thereof. | cular Congre- 
This is a Parcicular Viſible | gation in ſome 


| Ordinary Congicgation of | certaine partic 


gious &'Ecclefiaſticall aQi- | we may go vn- 


1, ons & exerciſes. |Andrhis's } to conſult ith 5 


_. | theonlytrue ViſibleChurch) and obey. | 


.. { niſters thereof are 


< the Spiritua'l power cf 'or- 


| the Scripturein 2.reſpetts: 
| in a 


| of Chrilt hauing from him 
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der & gouernmentin it felfe | where is vuder- 
| erdinerily. The proper Mi- | Nood This, or 
niſters thereof are the onely | That, or * any 
| true ordinarie Miniſters of | other particular 
* Chriſt.” This wereadofin ordinary Cone = - 
Cregation, | F 
tion more remote or further of. ig 
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NEFe! abs in no-wiletis ſuch; a : 
ed. Neuheryerany Natzonall, or Pro- 
vinciall, or Dioceſan Cl urch, + Only a particular ordinarie 
Congregation is heerefgutd(and foisto beheld) properly - 
andonly a true viſible Ghurch of Chriſt. *- 4 
Moreover heereby it appeareth; and it is fikewife tbe wow 214,” ; 
noted: thatthe natureand office of a Biſhop alſo ig not of 4 
one maner, but of divers. It is as the former word Church 
very ambiguous, and muſt be likewiſe neceſlarily; diſtin- 
guiſhed,, >jx fortes of Biſhops have ben and are;known 
in the world. 1. A Pariſhionall Biſhop, who'isa Paſtorof 
one ordinary Congregation only. Such are all the Bi- 
ſhoppes mentioned any where in the New Teſtament, 
and alſo in writers, within-the- ſpace of 2p, yeares after © 
Chriſt. 2. A Dioceſan Titular Biſhop , who was Biſhop a, _ 
ofa Dioceſe in title and in name only, | in Eccleſiaſticall 
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Biſhops of 
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mon Paſtor. He differed not inany efſentiall partof the 
ordinary Paſtorall Office, but was only Preſident or Mo- 
derator coſtantly (yet by his fellow Paſtars free conſent) 
over the Paſtors of a Dioceſe. .Such perhaps firſt of all os 
was lnlanus the tenth Biſhop of tera In whoſe « an. 196 

time firſt * mention is made that there were divers Chur- ,; : 
chesin that Citie, and he Biſhopof them-- The firſtſorte ' :-- 


ſimply deny. They were not muchvnliketg the Biſhops 
now-Jately appointed in Scotland. 3, Thereis a Dioce- ,. 3-.. 
farruling Biſhop. He had more power then any of the 
Be ordinarie Paſtors; ( though!':yet: not any ſole 
power) to.rulc in his. Dioceſe.” 'It ny e this began at 
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| *Icrom ad the ſaints, that ſorive PHoKiHcity Bill 


| BV99- front Muvkets Heraclds tl Diviyyſins At Herdelas (itispro: 


| able) wasaptriodofoneſort, and ith Dioryſur began 
| - Priviinie of ©2Other.. Priorftie of order'm'ohCBiſhop over aPariſh 
Order. (thatis onepartfcularcompleat Congregation) feemeth 
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| 3775929” tothaue contmucd excluſively from Markt vnto THlanus: 
E 2.Dioceſav, Over a Dioceſe from [alianns to Heraclas inclifively : and 
Sante then Maioritic of ruling in the Dioceſe to have begun 
* Dioceſan. With Dionyſ4: the next Succeſorafrer. Nothing letteth 
| 5. ysbuttharithis wethay probably 'thinke : Secing thus 
1 * Enſebiusand Terows telationſhall well agree. How ſoever 
-ttwas, this is certatne, thatneitherthe one nor the other 

4. Was knowne befote theſe times heere expreſſed. 4. A 

_ __ !DiocefanLordBiſhopiwas he,, who ruled ordinarilie in 


, 5 ChisDioceſebyhisfolepowet. Thisgrewvpfromthefot- 
F :merby litleand litle. But ir feemett-riotts have ben oſta- 
J -bliſhed in Ambroſe, Ierome, & Auguſtines time: though 
 "ſooneaftex(wedoubtnot)it tooke place over the Chur- 
M5. - cles. 5/APatriatchall Biſhop : and they werefirſt 4. in 
_— Obi \number., viz. at Rowe Antioch, © leruſaleni , Alexandria, 
| Archbicop. T hey began by mens Voluntarie regarding the Biſhops 
| epuyberec-" of thoſe principall Cities aboue other, ſometime before 
Jremary ae, he Nicene Councell.” But they were by an ordinance 

Sfares.Con-"eſtabliſhed firft ir that Councell. Howbeit yet they were 
» -— nay i- - not Lords over the Churches, till a long while after. 'In 
|. © thefirftCquineellofConflantinople,an other Patriarch wis 
| *-{6, - cſtabliſhed at Conſtantmmople. 6. A' Catholike or Vni- 

|  *Berifacius Verlall Biſhop *began'at Rome, abour 600. yeares after | 
ſr 9" Chrift, 'Whoalſo)hath had his /growinges and increa- 


by 


- ings, and wasnorperfe erfet A vic 
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chriſt till ſome ages after. 
Now 


Rnronun Ovn Cntynceuns © 
Nowall theſe latter, that is, the 3.4.5.8 6. ſort, are atleaſt 
Beſides the Scriptures : yea they are cleane Contrarie_ to 
the firſt, which hath placeand allowancein the Scripture. 
| And therefore theſeare plainhie contrary to Gods word, & 
vtterlie vnlawfull. Wherefore alſo the © comonaccompts |, Ai neme- 
and Catalogues of the ſucceſſion of Biſhops from the Þ. Bilſons 
| Apoſtles times to our dayes are very deceiptfulland falſe, Perher: 8” 
When as al theſe are called by one name indifferently Bi- pag.260, 
ſhops withour diſtinion, yer their Offices are exceeding F 
diyers and no way like. Yea theſe later dire&tlie contraric 
to the: firſt, as hath ben ſaid. 
Againſt this it is *obicRed,that Timothy and Titas were * D:Bilfon' | 
3 properly Dtoceſan ruling Biſhops. Yeaſuch as wee call Lord em va. 
| Biſhops, that is, viing * Be authoritie: and had charge of 299-320 
| mo particular Churches then one. Which is to bein deed «pag 23a. © 
a Dioceſan Biſhop. But they and their Offices are founde I 
in the «Scripture: viz. To ordeine Paſtors in divers Chur- ©» Tim. 3. | 
ches.,and to cenſure them,&c. EU — wo _ 

I anſivere, the very Ape#les did not * make Miniſters 3: 
nor Cenſure by their ſole and ſingle Authoritie, but ever- , = yo 
morcin the preſence and with ſome liking of that particu- 2 3;%c- 6:3 * 
larChurch whom it concerned. Therefore muchleſſe did {a8 
Timothie or Titus ſuch matters ſolely and ſingly,who were *5-* 
lower then Apoſtles. And therefore they were no Lord 
Miniſters certainelie, Further it is vntrue, they were no - 
proper Biſhops at all: neither Dioceſan, norany other. For ©2 Bios 

{ þ . Pag.227, 

all proper Byhoppes were © affixed to certaine places and 232. 
certaine charges where they were to ſerveand *attend (in ,, :o.8 
purpoſe) continually. But T imothie and Titus were never 1 Per « 2. 
affixed to one certaine charge. For they(like the Apoſtles), \,Epke 4 
intended not a conſtant contitwance in a place,butafter a 
time of their aboade in'pne Nation, anſſaiad both their 
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bythe text. Firſt Timothie was choſen and ordayned art 
2AR16- * [35774, wentinto Phrygia, Galatia, Myſia, Troas: being 
-*yCor.a.17 at Philippi was ſentto © Corinth, from * Athens went to 
oi Thef3- Theſfalonica: from < Epheſus went to Macedonia: after 
| $A8.19.22 he was left at Epheſus againe to order & redrefſethings 
| «Tim 1, £Ncre. Andyet* thence he was ſent for away and depat- 
-* 2 Tims, 'ted. A litle before Paules death he was at © Rome,S& from 
* «Pka.z x, * thence togoe tothe Philippians, Wherefore Timothie 
| *Phil,2.19 Was no ordinarie proper Biſhop of any fort, nor affixed 
Sia to anie certaine place, but averie Evergelii? (as alſo the 
- *2 Tim. 4+ * Scripture calleth him) thatis, an vnlimited, extraordina- 
I. Tp funion inthe Churches, The like was 
AJ  Titss. Paule choſchim for his copanion & helper,and had 
7 *ca.z: bim * with him to Jeruſalem. Alſo he ſent him to < Co- 
IT 4 7 Coe. x, Finth. Heelefthimin® Crete awhile : but ſends for him 
[| >7: © thEce* awayanonafterto Nicopolis, A litle before Pauls 
1 » Tx 3- death he was with himat *Rome, & from thence he went 


| »: Ting, 190 Dalmatia. Both theſe therefore were verie Evan. 
x6 geliftes, and no maner of ordinarie Biſhops. Neitherin 

 _.* deedewere there anic Dioceſan Biſhops, or Diocclan 
Chnrches, that can be found inall the New Teſtament. 

| - . Thenthey willobicd, thatſome things are 1ndifferens 

LH  inEcclefiaſticallations; and doubtles foare certaine Cir- 


| pannincvdparticularyintheScrpmne, 
707 Fe I anfiver, 
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-. Tanſwver; The Papiſts do hold their Eccleſiaſtical Tra- 
Vitions or Rites tobe meerelie indifferent in their nature, 
andto-beneceſſarie onelie as the Church commaundeth 
then, This is manifeſt by D. Stapleton ſaying : * Ommes vi- 
"Sent in corum [ Rituum Eccleſiaiticorum] wſu nullen neceſsita- Catbolic, 
$e2m poni, ſed libert aſſumi vel non aſſumi : modo abſit contem- a, | 
prus,qui non in Ceremoniam ſedin Eccleſie prepoſitos, qui cam pag.9y. 
snflituerunt, imo in Chriflum cadit dicente ad illos Chriito, © as 
vos ſpernit me ſpernit, Alſo by the Rhemes Teitament, ſaying: 
« Neither fleſh nor fiſh of it ſelfe doth defile, but the breach of the puma "ane 
_ Charches precept defileth. Likewiſe writeth Bellarmine in his nocar. in | 
- diſcourſeof their Chnrch-Ceremonies.But yetnotwith- — 
ſtanding every good Chriſtian knoweth well, that their 
' Traditions are plainly ſuperſtitious and vnlawfull, How 
. then ſhall not ours uſo be the like 2 Whatare ours better 
| then theirs © Further, though CrrcuwmHancer beindifferent 
and may be chaunged by men, yet Formes of Churches axe 
 notſo; northe Church Mintieries, nor Ceremonies, nor (ina _ 
word) any Traditions Eccleſtaiticall, whereof our former 
| Reaſon wholy intreateth. We denie not then but thatin 
Ecclefiafticall ations the meere Circumſticesarein ſome 
fort indifferent, that is,not neceſfarie tobe determined by 
Scripture. But theſe truely arenotto be calledEcclefiaſti- * 
call Traditions. Wherefore we muſt know that there is a 
preatdifference betweene Traditions & CircumFHances, Be- 
. tides Gods Ordinances ſpecified in Scripture,thereare 2. 
other kindes of lawfull thinges in the adminiſtration. of 
Church matters. 1. Natural Necellities, 2. Properand 
. meere Circumſtances. Naturall Neceſlities, are Per ſors, - 
T imes,Places,ec. Proper 8& meere Circumſtances (which —_ | 
 . .ondlyarc indifferent in Church ations) are Accidentall differen, | 
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_ inScripture. Althoughyet in their v 


notbevſed, They areof 2.ſortes, either Civil or 0ccaſto- 


#all, The Civill Circumſtances are ſuch as though they be 


vied in Church actions, yet even there they unport only 


and meerc!ya Civill vie. Which we ſhall caſilie diſcerne 


thus: viz.when the ſame things in the ſame manerare vied 
alſo inactions meerely Civill at other times and places. 

Such were Chriſtes <Waſhing the Diſciples feetzthe© Love 
fea#ts,& * Kiſcings in the Church meetings of old. The ma- 


- neratthis day afthe French Preaching covered. To come t8 


the Charch in this orthat decentand comely common appa- 
rell. A commodiaus & diſtin& Houſe torGods Service,8&c. 
Occaſienall Circumſtances are ſuch particulars as fome ſpe- 
cial occaſion requireth and moveth vs vnto,namely when 
the Generall things are either viuall in Civill cuſtome, or 
by Gods owne ordinance in Nature,orin theWord writ- 


ten. As ſach or ſuch Places, Times,Perlons, Things. Name- 


lieto come together in Synagogues,or Temples. To vic Pues, 
or Pulpits, &c. To Pray Kneeling, orProjtrate.Tocateand 


drinkeatthe L. Table leaning, or //tting, crc. Inthe ©Eve- 
7 nine,orat*Midnight. To Baptize in © Rivers. Allo the A- 


poltles. viing of ſome * Iewiſh Ceremonies among the 
onconverted lewes a while after Chriſtes death. Their © let. 
ting the people to mominare their Miniſters. Churches 
more or leſſe populous,&c. Theſe and ſuch like wee doubt 


not, are in Eccleſiaſticall actions inſome ſorte Indifſerent. 


I meanetheyare changeable, and either can not or ought 
not to be perpetuall : neither need they to be determined. 

"4 they are not to be 
reckoned fo indifferent, butthat they ought neceſſarily ts 
beruled bythe generall rules of Diſc retion and Charitie. 
Namelythatinallofthem Comelincſle, Edification, the 


e 
ic 


- AvoydingofoffenceandGodsgloriemay be wipe, 
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Thus then let it be noted. that weaffirme in Eccleſiafticall 


ations no other thing art all beſide theſe is or. can be ante 
way indifferent by any mcanes. But touching our forena- 
med Ecclefiaſticall vnwritte Traditions (whether Formes 
of Viſible Churches, Miniſteries,or Ceremonies)they are 
of noſuch nature,as thoſe things beforenamed either Na- 
tarall neceſſities, or proper Circumſtances are. They are 
no way like toany oa of them . Wherefore though Cir- 
cumſtances be indifferent,yet mens Traditions in Religio 
can notbe. Neither did theſe thinges ſtande otherwiſe a- 
mong the Iewes vnder the Law.Sothat itremaineth ſure, 
that all Church-Traditions without Gods word (& ther- 
foreall invented formes of Viſible Churches viing go- 
yernement,offices of Miniſtenie,andCeremonies) areſ1m- 
plic evill and vnlawfull; and therefore of neceſfitie ought 
to be reformed. - | 
Yet ſome will reply and fay,If men may inſtitute Tem- 
ples or places meerely Eccleftaſticall, why notalſo Gar- 
ments meerely Eccleſ1aſticall, 8&c ? | 
Touching Temples I aunſivere : They are eſteemed 
meerely Eccleſiaſticall or Religious places, becauſe things 
meerely Eccleſtaſticall or Refioious are done in them. 
Howbeit the trueth is, their proper and principal vie is 
partlie Naturall and partlie Civill. Iris neceflarie in Na- 


ture for Church-Afſemblies to bee in a place. Ir is Civilt 


(namelie when peace & proſperitie is) to have a commo- 
dious a:.comely and a diſtin&t Houſe for the publike exer- 
ciſes of Gods worſhip. Which very thing is in Civilitieno 
lefſe requiſite for the publike grave actions of the Comon 


- Wealthalſo. Sothatatthe moſt, a Temple appointed by 


men can not truelic beaccoumpted a thing meerely, but 
mixtly Eccleſiaſticall. Andfothis Humane inſtitution we 
acknowledge is lawfull even for Religious affaires, when 
C3 


there 


None of j 
things in c@ 
troverlie are 
indifferent; . 
neither are 

they proper. 
Cir 
ces, 


| $0 are 

| Iikewize the 
Knecling, 
| Croſing, 
| Churching, 
' Burying, 
E&ce, 


fel 22. 
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actions. Much lefle is 
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there is no further vic therofatall. That isif it be uotheld 


as Religious meerely,norin the proper and. principall vic 


thereof. As the Surplice.is with vs. It is an Eccleſiaſticall 
Rite : which the Temple can not be. It is meerely 8 ſim. 
ply Eccleſiaſtical. There is no reſpe& had to Ciilitie in 
it: conſidering that it ſerveth never in any Civill buſineſſe 
nor place,but it is my in and for.the Church &Church 


Beſide, the Preface of the Comon-prayer-booke maketh 
it to have (withthe reſt of the Ceremonies) aſe 'ſrani- 
fication in Gods worſhip.Even as the Papiſts do alſo - it; 
fro whom immediatly we have receaved the ſame. Wher. 
foredoubrles ſuch preſcript garmets meerly Ecclcſiaſtical 
being Humane Inventions,are ſimply vnlawfull:although 
Temples for Gods Service benotio. Moreover we have 
to anſwereto this and ſuch like matters obieted to vs, in 


-11- this wiſe. Such * places of Scripture as doe commaund 
. Church-Aſſemblies and the publikeWorſhip of God,the 


famedoalſo by neceſſaric conſequence (in timeotpeace) 
commaund ſome commodious and diſtin& Houſes for 
them. Bur no Scripture by any neceſſarie conſequence 
commaundeth any diſtin&tand meere Eccleſiaſticall Gar- 
ment atany ſcaſon. Therefore theſe things can not be co. 
pared nor likened togcather, They are not both things in- 


different alike. Nay,theoneis by Gods word neceſſaric, 


the other vnlawfull. 

. . Somethinkthat theappointing of the Alrer in*Toſhua, 
of the Feaſt of ** Purim,and Davids ordayning *Singers 
Muſicians in the Temple, do prove that all ws Fo, mat- 
ters inventedand inſtituted by merare not vnlawfull. 


| Tanſivere, Howſoever they who appointed and ſete vp 


that 44erin Toſhua mighthave deviled ſome other thin 


p 


erefor it any Naturall neccſſitic. 
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tefſe ſcandalous then the forme of an Altar, whiche yer 
might as well have ſervedtothe vie they madeitforas the 
Altar did or could doe. Nevertheles this Altar was truelie 
no more buta civill Monument or Signe,as being viedno' 
 wayinany Ecclefiaſticallor Religious action of worſhip- 
ping God, bur ſer vp as a ſpectacle only in the open fields 
or by the river ſide,though irſerved fora token that the 2. 
Tribes and a halfe hada part with the reſt of Ifraell;andim 
the worſhip of their God . Not vnlike it might beto this, 
if the States of the low Co:1ntries ſhould commaund eve- 
rieinhabitant (being no Anabaptiſt) in that Countrey to 
wearea litlc Dagger on thcir garmentes,toſhery that hey ; 
beleeve Magiſtracie and the vie of weapons tobe lawfull. 
Oras perhappes the Signe of the Crofle was vied by the 
Ancient Chriſtians dwelling amog Heathens, to letthem 
ſee they were not aſhamed of Chriſt crucified. All theſe 
are cleerely Civill, and therefore ( wee acknowledge ) ini 

mens power itis ro ordayne or abrogate them . As for the 
Feaſt of Parims,thatappeareth nowhere in the text to have 
bene a Religious Feaſt or Holy day. But onely a day of 
Civill vſc i: viz. of reioycing,of making merry, of ſen- 
_ ding preſentes to friends, and giftes to the poore. As may 
appeare Heſt.9.22. Yetifany contendethatitwas a Holy 
_ day forſolemne Thankes-giving & worſhipping of God 
in memorie of the rare deliverance of the ewes from Ha- 
24ns malice : Though this po enca not, yet wee may an- 
ſwere,neither can anie man difprove it, that Mordecat the 


Tewe (the * Authour of this inſtitution) was aProphet of » yer 21;- 


God.and Authour alfo of this booke of Heſter. So that 
then he ordained this conſtant Holy-day,not by humane 
diſcretion,but by Divine authoritie. Even as David did 
_ mnftitute the ſinging Levites with Inftrumentes of Mufike 

, - in 
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in the Temple. The *rext (as it were of purpoſe) meeting 


 withthisobieQtion, importeth that David neither did nor 
might do theſe things by his Kinglie power, nor by anie 
diſcretion Humane, buronly by Propheticall authoritic 
through Gods own CE Tagen: Where it is to be 
noted,that by vrging Gods abſolute 8 all ſufficient Lawe 
for marters Pcclefiaſlicall, wee do not reſtraine nor binde 
 God,butonly vs Men from adding of any thing in the ex- 
erciſe of Gods worſhip beſides that which hee him ſclte 
hath inſtituted and ſealed vp in his Teſtament. 

; Itwill be againe replied, This is true in deed, God hath 
given vs in his word this ſufficiencie for all Eccleſiaſticall 
or Religious matters neceſſarie to ſalvation: but not tor 
 allEccleſiaſticallmatrers what ſoever. - 
_ Thisisafrivolous exception, and moft falſe. For firſt, 
divers of our preſent matters controverted are neceſſaric 
enough. They can not be thus reiected as thinges not ne- 


ceſlane: viz. the onely true Forme and Conſtitution of 


Chriſts Viſible Churches, with their due Miniſteries pro- 
- portioned to them. According to Gods ordinarie diſpen- 
ſation of grace by his worde, there is even Neceſline to 


enioy theſe (Gods own)Ordinances and to bee free from 


all Traditions of men. eſpecially ſuch as are cotrarie to his, 
Touching other things , which ſeeme ſinaller and ofleſſe 
importance, as ſome eſteeme the Rites & Ceremonies to 
bein Gods worſhip.I anſwere:our Argument before laid 
 downe generally includeth all meere Ecclefiaſtical or Re- 
ligious things. Tay, All. And where All is. included, No- 
thing is excepted. Wherefore we ſtill affirme and profeſſe 
thatall lawful Eccleſiaſtical Rites whatſoever are con- 
tained now in the Scriptures ofthe New Teſtament,and 


that 


 notanely thinges hmply neceſiarie to-lalvation. Belides 
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hatwe muſt not forget how the wilfull maintayning of 
Col thinges anal becommeth a great” and at 
[ ſinne, wherevntois due a fearfull puniſhment. As may be 
ſcene in him who * with a high hande did but gather a * Nom-19s 
few ſtickes on the Sabbath day.-- | 
Nothwithſtanding all this, yet it ſemeth to many that 
theſe externall things Ecclefiaſtical arenot matters of Do- 
Qrine, nor of Faith,&c. And therefore may bee lawfull, 
though they be not contayned in the Scripture. I an- 
| ſwere, They areall truly & properly matters of Doctrine, 
of Faith, and of Religion.appertayning to the 1. Table & 
2. Commaundement in the Decalogue,8& to many other 
places of Scripture, as before hath bene ſhewed. It is the 
error of men not knowing the holy Scriptures proper and 
full vſe, or true extent, when any do thinke ſuch Eccleſia- 
ſticall things as theſe heere controvertedare not cotained 
in the Scripture,& yer that they may be lawtfull.They are 
all ſimply vnlawfull, ifrhey bee not contained in the holy 
Scripture. Wherfore,cvenall theſe things both the lawful 
& vnlawfull, contained in the Scripture or not contained 
(Formes of viſible Churches viing Government, Miniſte- 
riez,8& Rites)are matters of Doctrine; of Faith, of Religis, 
viz.trueor falſe. So that the one ought as our hfe to: be 
imbraced,the other as the very wayes of death to beavoy- 
ded,eſpecially when we diſcerne and {ce them thus to be. 
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Reaſon 2. 


I, V=xr Viſible Church of Chriſt (truly and pro-., 
perly ſo called) ought by Gods * expreſſe word to ,, *M*: 3 
aveand vie the Eccleſiaſticall government oft ſelf. ,, 

Bagery particular Congregation of Chniſtians is a ,, The true 
urchof Chnſt truly and properly. - 


A Viſhle 
Church, 


&c 
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- | Therefore every particular Congregation of Chriſti- 
ans by Gods oi ought to haveand vſethe Ec- 
clcfiaſticall governement of it ſelfe: viz. according to the 
order {et dowae for a Viltble Church in Gods word. 


And ſoinEngland conſ{equentlie the things that are 


-._ direaliccontrariethereynto ( Dioceſan and Provinci- 

all Churches vſing government,with their Miniſters, 

'. &c.) arediretlie coptrarie to Gods word, and there- 
fore oughtot neceſlitie to be reformed. 


| Heere frſt lctt. it benoted, that we vnderſtande a Viſible 


Note. 
; I o 


#1 Cor.11, 
$6,004 17, 


cc Hooker 
{ib 3.Se6t, 
| 3 P43. I 3 2, 


 Chutchof Chriſt to be 4 Societie. of Chriitians whiche any 


member may and mru5t (on occaſion) have avifible pt 5.008 v/ſe 
mtirely and wholy togeather , the ſame having ihe power of 
EccleſaFticall eovernement in and for it ſelfe immediatlie from 
Chrit; 1 ſay, The Churchintirelic and wholie togeather 
may and muſt bevſed on occaſion. Conſidering that a- 
gainſt this there is no text of Scripture inall the New Te- 
ſtament,noranieforceof reaſon appearing. 
.,Then lerys alſo obſerve and marke theſe z.pointes. For 
proofe of our Aſſumption laft before: 1. The Viſible Chur- 
ches of Chriſt were in number * many & divers (and not 
onely one) by the otdinance of God him elſe. So that ir 
is falſe whicheis © held that there is a Vniyerſfall Viſible 
Church likethe Sea; which being but one properly, is di- 
ſtinguiſhed and called by divers names according to the 


_ Countries and places by which it cometh. Nay, the Viſt- 
ble Churches of Chriſt were by the Apoſtles ordination 


_ many innumber, 8 acuallie divided Bodies or Socictics: 


The Seaproperly and ayes being but one Continued 


Body, was and is diſtinguiſhed meerelic by divers names. 


The VniverſallInvifible Church was and is in deed one 
' In number; but] haveſhewed there were many-in nom- 


-- 4 <f - 
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berofthe true and proper Viſible Churches, Againe,the 
Tewiſh Viſtble Church according to the Law, was in nit- 
ber only one properlie vider one High Prieſt,and having 
one Templeonly at leruſalem.Bur Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
changed that forme, and did inſtitute and leave the Chri- 
ſttan Churches properlie in number many and divers,as I 
faide. 
' \ Secondly they inſtituted and left particular ordinarte 2. 
| . orconſtant Cogregations true and proper Viſible Chur- _ 
ches: Or they [ef not anic one Viſible Church (in the 
whole world) conſtitute and compact of divers ordinarte 
and conſtant Congregations. Both theſe points are moſt 
manifeſt and vndeniable in theſe places of holy Scripture 
following. Firſt that floriſhing and plentifull Church of 
Corinth was * but one particular Congregation. Whereof | 
the Apoſtle ſaith thus, When the whole Church ts come togea- COA 
ther © into oneplace. Which alſo we may likewiſe affirme of *isir3 ws 
the Church of * Antroch, and of $ Rome, and of © lernſa- A 
#m,andot * Epheſus,&c.in thoſe dayes. Forthough theſe *r Apo. » BW 
Cities weregreatand populous, yet being vnbeleeving 8& "32,25. 
hatefull enemies to the Goſpell,cach of them had then of *A*30.38 
faithfull Chriſtians but one-particular-conftant Congre- . - 
gation onely. Likeas the Proteſtants are in the Ciries at 
this day vnderthe Spaniſh King;oras they were in divers 
Cities of France before the peace was made,& as we were 
|  heerein London in Queene Maries time. Where yet we 
| denienot, that then ſome particular C ogregations being 
| (as that of /erſalem was * before) greater then other ſom, +» A8.4.4 
F- did by reaſon of perſecution meet occaſtonallie and vn- 
ecrtainlie in divers * ſmaller numbers . But theſe ſmaller , ,a,..s 
numbers were not ſo many Churches properlic, becauſe 
hey were vncertaine andoccafionall. A trucand proper 
As. | Da Church | 
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Church being alivayes neceſfaritic an ordinarie ſett com- 
_ panieandaconftantſocietie . Thoſe therefore notwith- 
 &@A& 6, 2. ſtanding niade but one © particular & compleat Congre- 
gation or proper Church,which in time of peace (chieflic 
they growing yet more Populous ) wereto be diſtributed 
and divided into ſundrie proper and ordinarie Churches, 
each of them a competent Congregation. Which we do 
obſerve further neere the end of our handling the z. Al- 
fertion afterward. Moreover,likely allo itis in theſe cruel 
perſecuting Cities thatſo great a multitude of Chriſtians 
did not long keepe togeather, but many of the did quick- 
lie diſperſe and ſcatter them ſelves abroad into other quar- 
tersand Countries, whereby the whole number there be- 
@aas.,, Cameſmaller,as we may ſee they did at * _—_ by rea- 
E ſon of Stevens perſecution.&c. immediatlic after the great 
aGal.1.2, andſuddaine increaſe of the Church there. All which be. 
».Corr%:' ing confidercd, it is plaine yet ſtill thatin the greateſt Ci- 
-:19,23- ties, or whereſoever els, the Apoſtles appointed and left 
m_—_— '*: trueandproper ViſibleChurches particular conſtant C6- 
d2.Cor. 8. pregations. Which further alfoappeareth by thoſe many 
er. Th.z.,4 anddiſtint Churches of * Galatia, of Þ Macedonia, of © A- 
Gal.1.21 ja, of 4 Achaia, of © Indea, of * Galile & Samaria, of 8Syris 
: 7% 4: & Cilitia, of ® Lycaonia & Piſidia. Likewiſe by thoſe many 
FEDRs Churches of the * Gentiles, and the Churches of the 
kreorag 33 * Saints,the Churches of! God, the Churches of =Chriſt, 
I:Ceri.ts and * All Churches. Alltheſe in number were (not onlic 
n 2.Cor. 8, ONE, but) manie proper diſtin& Churches. Fach ofthem 
apo oy being ſeverallie but oneparticular conſtant Cogrepation. 
Reve. 2.23. Whereynto moſt fitlic agreeth that iniunction and com- 
265445, Mandement of our Saviour Chriſt touching a Viſible 


.lok.s, - Church where heinſtituteth the externall ſpirituall pow- 


o Mane; thereof, ſaying,» Tel1beCharch or Congregation: 1f he 


heare 


- 
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Brave notthe Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen and 
Publicane. Where he muſt neceſſarilie be ynderſtood of a 
particular Congregation. Which may be told and ſpoken 
vnto onely. As alſo that deſcription ofa Viſible Church, 
 whichourpublike Authoritie in England teacheth: viz. 4 * Artic. 19, 

Viſible Church is a Congregation of faithfull people where the 
word of God is preached, and the Sacraments miniftred,erc. 
Do&.Blſonalſo,where he fairh*T he Church ts never taken in , y y1,, 
the New or old Teftament for the Priefles alone, but generallie againſt the 
for the whole Congreeation sf th: faithfull, In Ati.20.28.T he —. ph 
Church is taken for the People. And it is © Math. 18.17, The _ © 
whole multitude of the faithful where he and they (the Offcen- = te: 
der and the Offended) /ve. | | 
- The3.point hereto be marked (ſerving allo for proofe 3- 
ofour Propoſition before) is a generall and ſure Maximein 
Divinitie: viz. The true and proper Viſible Churches of 
Chriſt both heeretofore, now, and heereafter, though 
manie innumber, yet all are but one in nature,forme, and 
Conſtitution. And each of them hath fimply one and the 
ſameſpirituall or Ecclefiaſticall power immediatlie from 
Chriſt (not derived from any other) to governe it ſelfe 
withall. To which purpoſe the Scripture often ſpeaketh 
of the Viſible Church indefinitelte as of onelie * one. Be- » Math xx, 
cauſe in Nature and Forme and in the true Conſtitution, 2c 
as alſo in the ſpirituall power thereof, it is only one. Yea _— * 
it ſaith alſo in plaine termes that there is © oze Body: where M#t.5-33 


1.Pet.2.5; 


is ment the Church. But it is to bee ynderſtood, that itis 16.2.1,2,3. 
one-in nature and power,as I ſaid. Which muſt of neceſſi- 1:80 3-57 


tic be ſo, becauſe Chriſtes * Inſtitution ofaviſible Chur- » Coras.13 


ches externall ſpirituall governement before noted, muſt * \,-* 
belong equally to every true and proper Viſible Church. 
Whereforeallo the nature; forme,8& Conſtitution of eve- 
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| Gignificth in Aarthew. Which evidentlie was a particu- 

lar Congregation, as before wee obſerved. To which 

+200 Purpoſealſo one of our Adverſaries *a famous Schole-di- 
lib.z pag. Vine ſheweth thatby cleere and vndeniable reaſon the go- 


33%» yernement Eccleſiaſticall belongeth to everie Vilible 
Church properly ſo called. And the practiſe of the Apo- 


being ordinarie particular Congregations, each of them 

did or might by their Miniſters ( and them ſelves in pre- 

*AR&.14-23 ſenceconſenting) * chooſe Elders and © excommunicate 
_ 2 offenders. Neither certainly did Chriſt ever inſtitute or 
45> theApoſtles practiſe divers kindes or formes of Viltble 
Mia 18,17- Churches. Neither let they any to have greater or leſſer 
| =90OM porwer then other. Bur they appointed one 

ormeand one power for the Churches (queſtionles) eve- 

rie where and alwayes. Therefore they all (though being 

many in number, yet) were and are one in nature, and 
forme,and power every-where and forever. | 

Whence now it followeth by a neceſſarte and vndenia- 

_ blecoſequence that theſe 3. Concluſions infuing are like- 


wile certaine and true. 


2 ® pr Dyvs- | k | . ' 
w.Byrighe PCOplein England *is atrue & proper Viſible Church. 
fem God. ,, Evcrie ſuch Congregation heere and everiewhere is 


indued with power immediatly fro Chriſt to governe 
itſelfe Eccleſtaſticallie or fpirituallie. 


ts butoneordinarieor conſtant Congregation only, 
And then noone Church confiſteth, neither can conſiſt 


ot many ordinarie diſtin Congregations. Wherfore no 


rieonemuſt be the ſame that this is which 'heere Chrift 


ſtolike Churches dozth iuſtifie and cgnfirme it. Which 


1. Every particular ordinarie Congregation of faithfull 


3- Evcrictrueand proper Viſible Church everie where | 


Didce. 


F 
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Dioceſan Chuch is ordained or allowed by Chriſt, no _ 


Provincial, no NationalL and fo likewife no Vniverſall vi- 
fible Church with an externall governement correſpon- 
dent to the ſame, as the Catholikes heretically do holde. A 
Vniverſal Militant Church I deny not: buta Vniverſalor 
Catholike Viſible Church with corrcipondent governe- 


A Cathe- | 
like,an He- 
retike, 


ment I do deny, and fo likewiſe thereſt. Now heerethus | 


wedo for this reaſon, becauſe it is not poſlible, it there be 
indeedone Vniverſall Chutch properly, orwhere there is 
a Nationall Church,og Provinciall,orDioceſan,that there 
the particular ordinarie Cogregations are or can be eſtce- 
med ſo many true and proper Churches . . Theſe can not 
ſtand togeather with.any of the former. Everie of thoſe 
is dirc&tlte contraric to theſe. Sceing theſe in ſuch caſeare 
properly but Members and partes of the other, and notin 
them ſclves proper and intier Churches. Which yetin the 
ow of Scripture *before cited the H.Ghoſt doth plain- 

teafhrme., Where it he ſpeake not properly,who doth?Or 
whatis in Divinitie a proper ſpeach,it the cotinuall phraſe 
of the H.Ghoſt in Scripture be not proper? And ſurely to 
this point, if we marke it well, doth all our preſent Con- 
troverſie come; that is, to ſett downe Whatis a Viltble 
Church of Chriſt truly and properly . Seeing each true 
Viſible Church hath evermore from Chriſt power and 
right of governement in it ſelfe,as before is noted. Let this 
therefore be well declared what is a true Viſible Church, 
and weſhall ſoone agree. We aftirme that every parricu- 
lar ordinaric Co6gregation is and ought to beallowed for 
ſuch a Church. And heerevpon do we ſtand, I am not 

Ignorant ofthe common and vulgar phraſe of ſpeach a- 
 mong men both ancient and of late, both ynlearned and 


learned, who have vid to call evericof thoſe other a 
tb. | Church 
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Church (as a Dioceſan Church,a Provincial, aNational, 
and alſoa Vniverfall Church) meaning,it ſeemeth,that c- 
vericoftheſe may be trulie and rightlie called a Viſible 
- Church. Bur this is only the cuſtome of {peach among 
*Mostrium MEN. And *Cwftome is a Tyrant,asa Reverend Father faith 
lireraram yell, It is no warrant nor ground for any thing in Religi- 
© Ber-Annor, ON, Thewordof God alone muſt ſuffice vs heerein, Yea 
mLuc.23. weconfider not what adyantage we give the Heretike Ca- 
tholikes againſt vs, by acknowledging a Catholike Viſible 
Church. It followeth from this neceilarilie that there is 8 
ought tobe on earth a Catholike or Vniverſall governc- 
-__ mentEccltfiaſticall. This is a Concluſion wherevnto M. 
* Mook-3. Hooker (etteth down expreſlie * both the Propoſition and 
> Aflumption: viz. . 
Everie Viſible Church, truly and properly ſo called, ought to 
have a correſpondent EccleſiaSticall goverrem: nm. 
But there is 4 Catholike or Yniverſal Y:ſible Church on earth, 
To which Premiſſes everie childe now canquicklic adde 
the Concluſion. | CL. 
Ergo,T here is and ought to be on earth a Catholike or F ui. 
. werſallgovernement Eccleſtafticall. 
And Iam per{waded, that this overſight or error among 
vs hath cauſed Thouſandes to turne Catholikes, that is 
members of Antichriſt and enemies to the true Churches 
and ſervants of Chriſt. For ifthere be properlie one Viti- 
ble Church and governement Ecclefiaſticall throughout 
 theworld,thenthis muſt bein ſome one place eminently. 
__ Forſome whither we muſt go, when Chriſt biddeth vs 
Tellthe Church . Nowthere is no place inall theworld fo 
likelieas Rome is to be the Viſible ſeat and ſpring-head of 
. . the Vniverſall governement of the Catholike Church, if 
*a deed there beany.Therfore moſt calilie me Aedeawren 
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tbe RomanCatholiks,whe this is notdenyed that there 
is a Catholike Viſible Church. Which felte ſame advan- 
age we _ to our Pontificall Hierarchie in England 
againſt the truc eſtate and due governement of Chriſtes 
Viſible Churches heere. For while we grant them (whe- 
. ther by erroror by overfight) that there is & may be truly 
-and properly a Dioceſan Viſible Church, they will cafilie 
. conclude that then there may & ought to be a correſpon- 
: dent Dioceſan governement. Which (as betore I obſer- 
ved) overthroweth quite the proper being and governe- 
ment of cach particular or Pariſhionall Church. But we, 
becauſe Chriſt and his Apoſtles throughout all the New 
Teſtament have appointed & every were allowed the Pa- 
riſhionall AfNemblecs,as to be cleerely & abſolutly diſtin& 
inthemlſclves,fo to be ViſibleChurches truly & properly, 
" andwithall a correſpondent Eccleſiaſticall governement 
tobeineach of them; 2s before hath beneſhewed, there- 
fore heereypon do weſtand, this do we vrge that the In- 
ftitution of Chriſtand the Apoſtles practize ought to be 
- arule tor Chriſtian Churches, as every where, ſo heerce in 
England : vpon this do our Conſciences reſt aſſuredlie; 
: Becauſe (as before 1 ſatd) who is it that may preſume to 
erdaineany forme ofa Church fave Chriſt only * Efpeci. 
allic overthrowing that forme of a Church and governe- 
- ment which Chriſt hath ordeyned,as theſe Dioceſan and 
-'Provinciall Churches with their proper Miniſters do.-Ec- 
. elefie nomine armamini, & contra Eccleſias dimicatis. You 
- arme yourſelves with the name of the Church, and fight 
againſt the true Churches. : * 2 
In this place I can notforgethow ſome thinking theſel- 
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this Eccleſiaſticall governement being Popular (fay they) 
it wil require the Civill governementalſo to becom con- 
formedto it. Alſo they thinke it can never bee menaged 
without trouble and tumult. 

Firſt we abſolutelie denie that any manner of Eccleſ1a- 
ſticall Governement requireth the Civill Governement 
to becom conformed to it. This is a moſ2t falſe conceite. 
The bounds of either Governernement are diſtin and 
cleerlic ſevered the one from the other : albeit each doth 
ayd & ſuccourthe other, But what ſhouldI reaſon heere- 
of 2 This their in{imulation is againſt none other then 
Chriſt him ſelfe and his bleſſed Word , wherein he hath 
inſtituted no other ſtate of a Church Viſtble bur a parti- 
cular Congregationonly. Shall we impugne and accuſe 
the true Church of Chriſt : Nay, ſhall we accuſe Chritt 
him ſelfe and his Goſpell;that hecrein he yeeldeth vs not 
the true,right,or beſt forme of a Church : And therefore 
we willofourowne heades deviſeand conſtituteabetter. 
God forbid thatany Chriſtians ſhould ſo do,and wilfully 
maintaine this doing alſo. But they think this maner of go- 
_ vernement will becomtumultuous and troubleſomin the 
State: and ſo jt will proove hurtfullto the Prince.I would 
demaund, why thinkethey that the Church government 
(as we defire it) will betroubleſom & tumultuous 2 They 
will anſwere, becauſe we require of neceſfitie that Electi- 
ons of Miniſters,and Excommunications,&c.muſt be Po- 
Pular.Which can not but bring with them commonly tu- - 

multand much trouble, ifnot confuſion and perill to ma- 
nie. Whereyntol replie, that this were verie true in deed 
(viz. much troubleand tumult would commonly folloyy, 
- andperhaps perill to divers) if we deſired or ſought for 

popular Elections of Diocefan Biſhops.Such as we read of & 


finde 
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finde to have'ben vſed iri many-places vnder Chriſtian 
Princes from 300.yeres after Chriſt hitherward fora long 
time. As forexampleat Antioch, Alexandria, Rome,Conſtan- 
tinople,e4c. In theſe and other Cities verie great ſtirres, tu- 

| multes, and confuſions among the People have riſen in 
f deed not ſeldom times, even in and about ſuch their Elec- 
tions. The Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtories are full of examples to 
this purpoſe.But ſuch running togeather of a whole Cite 
or Dioces,ſuch voice-giving of ſuch multitudes of people 
wedelire not: neither do we any wayesallow it. It was a 

| corrupt remainder in deed of the Peoples auncient free 
| voice-giving to the Election of their play pn Pa#tors or 
Biſhops. For ſuch all ordinarie Brſbops and PeHors were pri- 
mitiyely in the Apoſtles dayes,and ſuch every where they 
wereleft by them,as before we have ſhewed. Every ordi- 
narie B:ſhop then (I ſay) wasonly of a Pariſh ( as the Anci- 
ents call it) that is of one particular Congreeation only, 
and no greater. And ſo their EledZions were accompliſhed 
by the tree conſent and voyce-giving only of the People of 
each of theſe particular _—_— Congregations, or Pari- 
ſhes. Nowitis true indeed, we acknowledge weallow 
and do defire ſuch Eledtions and Excommunications by the 
People. Neither is this to bee reckoned anie Popmleritie 
| which can be cither prejudicious to Princes, or tumultu- 
ous in it ſelfe. No, itcan not be an inconvenient order, 
but moſt reaſonable for any place or people in the world. 
Namely ſeeing we do expreſly hold this afſerti6 no other- 


| 1; . Cit 
| wiſe (and we hartiliepray thatit may bee noted) butas it carnitances 


5 grounded on 4. Circumſtances. 1. In regard that it is »h-797 the 
(as weare well aſlured) a Divine order and ordinance in- Peoples cb 
ſituted foreach Church ou and his Apoſtles : the 556 


truceth whereof (we hope)hath evidently appearedin this *' 
CEE, E 3 3-Red- 
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'2. — 2. Reafonlaſthandled. z. Conſidering that we allow the 
 Peoplesconſentand cf RES in Elections, Excommunt- 
cations,&Fc. tobe done only by the Chriſtian People of 
one Pariſh, thar is, of one particular'ordinarie Congrega- 
tion only, and by no greater norlarger number'of People 
by any meanes, 2s before -hath bene likewiſe ſhewed. 3. 
'3* Confideringthatin the maner heereof we hold this only 
to be neceffarie & ordinarie,that the EcctetiafticallGuides 
there (apart fr6 the People) do firſt by themſclyes go 
and determinethe whole matter, namely in ſuch fort that 
the People may notneede to do ought afterward but only 
Conſent with them, and freelie ſfignifie their conſent tit. 
4. Itanie where itſhould fall out that this' People thus gut- 


keepe peace and quietnes. Which thing how eaſic it is for 
the meaneſt of them todo;the fimpleſt may perceaue. All 


Governement queſtionles is moſt reaſonable, yea neceſſa- 
rie. And itis childiſh, &withoutall wit to cry outagainſt 
vs (as our Adycrlaries do) Popularitie, Anarchie, and Enmi- 
7110 Prencts,tor this our ſo wel groundedand fo approved 

analergon. : 1! | 
Anotherthing is heere to be well remembred, that M. 
Hooker and 'M. Tooker the noble Patrons of Pluralities and 

| Nonrefidencieare vtterlie defeated in this their purpoſe. 

- #Hook. lib, 'The former * maketh this his Reaſon for them, becauſe it 
_- -—— miſtaking (fajeth he)to thinke that the particular Con- 
4s gregationsarebyGods ordinance fo many diſtin 8&pro- 
per Churches. For (as he ho[deth)there is but one Vilible 


2 
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ded,8 bing ſo few,will yer preſume to be in their Church- 1 
Elefions,&cvnrulie and: violent, then the Princes next | 
dwelling Officers of Inftice may and ought to make them 


which verilie being well conſidered, this Eccleſfjaſticall 


Church propetlic, and thefamme Vniverſall thorough the - 
PSH.C. A whole 
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whole world. As forparticukar Congregations they are 
not properlie ſo _— Churches, neither diſtinguiſhed at 
all by God but onlyby men. 'And! 

ſer 1sa Miniſter propertie to the Whole Church; bur by 
men according to diſcretion only is limited to this or that 
Congrceation, there to have maintenance made ſure to 
him by Law,8 there to teach, till men ſee it fitttoimploy 
his gittes inanother Benefice, or el{where . All which be- 


cauſe they are mcerly Mens ordinances,by men they may 


be diſpoſed and diſpenſed with againe as to thoſe in ay- 
thoritie ſcemeth good. And to both Pluralitie of Livings 
and Nonreſidencie from theſame ſhalbe both lawtiull and 
honeſt. This is theeffe&t and drift of his reaſon. And even 
on the ſame foundation alſo buildeth D.T poker. Yeaonly 
this ground he hath, and none other, Where nothing els 
needeth anſivere but this his afſertion; * Diſkine7i9 of Pariſh 
Churches is of meere poſitive law,n10t of Divine, For my part, I 
would graunt this Reaſon to be in deed ſound and good 
for their purpoſe; (and not only forthat, bur alſo {ingular 
and moſtpregnant tofet vp the Romane Papacie too) if 
this their Foundation were not manifeſtlie contrarie to 


Gods word. But before it hath ben ſherved to be cleerer 


then the light that DiſtinQis of Pariſhes in ſome ſort, that 


1s,of particular Churches is by Gods own ordinicein the 
Apoſtles Writings, and not by the meere poſitive law of 


men. Wherefore this is evident to bea moſt yngodly and 
ſhamelesDefence pleading for,or excufing that wretched 


 finne of ſoule-murdering Nonreſidencie, as if it-were 2 


thing allowable and not ſimplieevill. Tecannotexcuſe 
this ſinne toallcadge that Plurified men may haue their 2. 


| Benefices neare togither, perhaps within halfe a myle,a 


myle,or zanyle the one of the other. This will aozhelpe- 
"0 4 them 
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y men. 'And therefore everic Mint * 
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them any more then a may can beexculed, who taketh 8% 
keepeth two wives at once : though yet by the one he be 
notdrawen farre away from the other. Gods law diſallo- 
weth thatformerno lefſetherhis latter, YeaI avow, There 


. havebenwhohauckept two wives at once, honeſter men 


and more approvedof God, the any Miniſter now in En- 
gland having 2. Churches or Charges lying howſocver. 
And yet I acknowledge, to have two wives at once, is 
{imply againſt Gods worde. 

Well, yetthis will not fatisfie ſome: neither will they 


yeeld that every particular Congregation of Chriſtians 


ſhould beallowed fora diſtin&tand aproper Church Vi- 
ſible; and fo to inioy their owne Eccleſiaſticall governe- 
ment within themſelves . Albeit againſt it they have no 


XT reaſon,vnles perhaps this only. If it were ſo (they will ſay) 
" yetwill not thereby all things becom perte&. Somewhat 


notwithſtanding will bee wanting or amiſle oftentimes. 
How then ſhall this be holpe or amended 2 Notby Arch- 
biſhops, or Dioceſan Ruling,or Lord-Biſhops s 


anſwer, Somewhat wilbe amiſſe alwayes in whatſoe- 


ver Eccleſiaſticall governement vpon earth. Nevertheles 


 thereis no need, nor good vic of theſe,nor of anie Eccleſi- 


aſticall Vnwritten Traditions in Chriſtes Churches. We 


believe and know Gods Written word to bee ſufficient, 
| Speciallieſeeing theleare ſo diredlie contrarie to the only 
trueforme and nature of Chriſts Viſible Churches in his 


word, as hath beneſhewed. A greater Ecclcſiaſticall go- 
vernement then the Churches wee know none. There is: 
nothing without the Church above ir: viz. Eccleſiaſtical. 
lie and ſpiritvallie. Seeing each Church hath her power 
and governement(as before is declared) immediatly from 


_ Chiiſt, Yer itistue belidethe Magiſtrates wat 
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affiſtance) verie oft there is great, and ſingular, yea ſame- 
times in a forte neceſſaric helpeto bee had by Synodes. 


ches: and theſe are lefler or greater as occaſion requireth, 
; Whole counſiilles, advifes, and determinations are moſt 


taine Governemet by Synodes, or neceſfarie impoſing of 
their Synodall Conclufions, Decrees, or Canons vppon 
Churches without their particular free conſentes,thus ſee- 
| meth tobe a meere Humane ordinance. I can not finde it 
| (cither cxpreſlie,or by neceſfarie conſequence)in any part 
| of Chriſtes Teſtament. Thus writeth heereot the Reve- 
p rend M Whitaker,* Quod omnes atitneit, ah omnibus approbari 
debet. That which concemeth all,ought to be approved of 
all. Againe, © Concilia ſs ſimpliciter neceſſaria ſmt,Chriitus alt. 
cubt precipiſcet celebrars, aut eins ſaltem Apoitoli. Quod tamen 
wuſquam ab ills fattum eſſe legimus. If Councills were fimply 
neceſſaric, Chriſt ſomewhere would have -rohatiivaa, 5 
to keepethem,oratleaſt his Apoſtles. Which yet we read 
thatthey did no where. Further, * Erſi res ipſe dt quibus in 
Concilio deliber atur & conſultatur, ſim ſacre ex religioſe,tamers 
hoc ipſumCongregare Epiſcopos e#H mertu01mir Although the 
_ deliberated and conſulted of in a Councell be holy 
& religious, yer this thing to aſſemble Biſhops or Paſtors 
of divers Churches togcather, is meerelie Civill. I know 
well ſundrie godlie men do hold that Synodes havepow- 
er to preſcribe and rule Eccleſiaſtically byGods Law even 
fundrie whole Churches though they ſeverallic conſent 
not. But with reverence to theirnames,] take it the trueth 
& otherwiſe. Only in the Aer wee finde ſomewhat that 
hath akinde of likenes toſuch Synodes. And it is but a 


kinde of likenes,or ſcarſe that: for it is farre from _ —_ 
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Whichare — of choyſe men out of many Chur- 


expedient and wholeſome alwayes.But touching any cer- 
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thing. Thus itis:1n A&. x5.6, 25-wefind a coming togen- 
therofthe Apoſtles; with the reſt of the Church at;Ieru. 
flemand with a few other ſent to them from the Church 
of Antioch. Where theſe do make Decrees and impoſe 
themon the Churches : yea on divers Churches which 
'*A@.16.4. had:* not ſent any in their names. thither. And on the 
©  Churchot Antioch, who had perhaps but 4. or 5. there 
preſent. This ſheweth that this comming togeather at Ie- 
rulalem was a vetic Extraordinarie Synode, comparing it 
with our Synodes in'vſe now, yea indeed nothing like to 
them. Firſt heere the © text faith, The Apoſtles onely and 
the Elders at Terufalem wereſought vnto . Anditis mani- 
___. feſtthatheereintheApoſtles Exttaordinarie ofhce & po- 
=. wertooke place: v:z,by impoſing their Decrees on Chur- 
ZE ches who had no perſons,and on one Church, viz. of An- 
"tioch who had few for them there preſent. In which rc- 
ſpect they at Ieruſalem aſſume alſo aſpeciall authoritie of 
the H.Ghoſt where they ſay,*1t ſeemed good 19 the H.Ghaft, 
&1d to vs, Which no Aflemblie of ordinaric perſons could 
-> . = .orcanaflumeto them in fuch maner. 'Only where the A- 
- __  . peſtles wereptelentand contented, there they might. Fi- 
nallie after this we never findethatanyChurches vſed he 
- meanesand porver of Synodes till about Con;Zantines time 
 foralmoſt 300.yeares ſpace. Which if it had ben an ordi- 
. nice Divine forthe Churches always, they neither ought 

.. nor{ureliewould fo long have neglected the ſame.Sgem 
-inthat vvhile there: vvere moſt waightie and con 
_ occaſions requiring this Divine helpe,if they had ſoeſtee. 
. medit.Which ſeeing they did not, we may well thinke in 
- thoſe firſt timies they. held itnottobe ſo. Nevertheles Sy- 
nodes (whenthey may be had) are for counſaill, advile & 
bctterreſolution cotinually profitable & moſt wholeſor, 
as 
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as hathbenaid, And being well ordered, do makefingu-* 


larlie for Vnitie. Whereby alfo each Churches ordinarie 
governement may be much holpen & amended, And yet 


the ſame with power and authoritie oughtto be held ill 


within it ſcltc only. > 

Nony touching our Synodes at this day in Englande, 
they may be excepted againit juſtlie in 3. reſpects. Firſt be- 
cauſethey conliſt principallie,it notonly, of Provincial & 
Dioceſan L.Biſhops cutoke Offices are heereſhewed,to 
be plainlie contrarie to Gods word) and of ſuch other as 
are theirs. Alſo our Synodes power is not ſuperior,bur in- 
feriorand ſubiect tothe L.Bithops will and liking : which 
is vtterlic againſt the nature of true Synodes, and the rule 
of Gods word. Laſtlie they impoſe Eccleſiaſticall Canons 
on the Churches which give no conſent vnto them : as if 
they had power from God over theChurches thus to do, 
All which before we have ſcene to be cleane contrarie, 


Reaſon 3. 


'H a r any (being a Chriſtian)ſhould have no place 
nor part atall in any true & proper Viſible Church 
of Chriſt, is contraric to Gods word. Speciallie that 

any ſuch fo ſtanding ſhould Eccleſiaſticallie rule manie 

Churches. 

_ Butour Dioceſan Biſhops (profeſſed Chriſtians)have 
not any place nor partat all in any true and proper Viſible 

Church of Chriſt. And yet they rule Ecclefiaſtically,ſom 

300. ſom 400.properand diſtin Viſtble Churches. 

Therefore they are all contrarie to Gods word, and 
ought neceſſarilie to be reformed. 


The firit part of the Aſſumption is thus proved. 


| If aDiocelan Biſhop withvs haycany partatallinany » 


F ue 
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no place 
nor part 
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Churci, 
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- true and proper Viſible Church, then he1s Paſtor in ſom 
.,, Church oroneof the People. - 

_- Butoneoftheprivat People he is not any where, Net- 
theris hearightand true Paſtorſuſtayning the charge of 
ſoules in any proper Viſtble Church with vs. ; 

Therefore a Dioceſan Biſhop with vs hath no part at al 
in any true Viſible Church. 

Iam not ignorant that our Biſhops themſelves ſay that | 
they are very Paſtors in all thoſe ſeveral Churches of their " 
Dioces, and ſoarcin a principall place, and havea chiefe 
_ partinthemall. Which notwithſtanding is vtterly falſe, | 

conſidering that they have ſom Hundreds of Churches | 
in their pioces wee? they never ſaw,norby laware boiid ; 
to ſee inall their lives . Are they then, or can they be true 
and right Paſtors vntothem 2 They can not be. It werea 
ſhameforany once to thinke that they might. Neither * 
are they Paſtors to any one of the Churches vnder them 
morethen they are toall. Therefore in deed they are true 


I) 
IJ 
IJ 
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>, 


Paſtors to none of the, nor toany proper Viſible Church | 
at all. Howbeit imagining and ſuppoling them to be (as | 
they ſay they are) Paſtors to thoſe Churches which are 


ynderthem, thenT reaſon againſt them and coclude thus. 
»> It Diocefanruling Biſhops by thenature of their office 
*A8z. 29. are very Pluraliſtes and Nonreſident Paſtors, * then = 


I 
\Per.5.2, are plainly contrary to Gods word, and ought of nece 


_7 3 tieto be cleane aboliſhed. | 

"  » ButDioceſan Ruling Biſhops are very Pluraliſtes an 
_ /Nonreſidents by the nature © their Office. Seeing everie 
# me Congregation is a true proper and intire Vitt- 
,» ble Church,as before hath ben ſhewed : and ſeeing they 


» aſſume to them ſelves a Paſtorall charge of the Peoples 
» loules 1n mo then one, yea very many ſuch ſeveralland in- 
+ E [+ tire 
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tire Viſible Churches in England which they neither do ,, 
 norcanſerveas Paſtors ought. - 

Therefore they are plainly contrarie to Gods word,& ,, 
eught of neceſitic to be — diflolved and abolyhed. ,, 
Or IMs, 
 C6monſenſe or the light of Nature (befides the fore- >, 
noted ſcriptures) ſheweth that one proper Paſtor ſhould >, 
have only one proper Viſible Church. For indeed *who *}. 
is ſufficient for that one 7 
 Buta Dioceſan Ruling Biſhop hath not only one pro- 33 
er viſible Church in his Charge. He hath 300.0r 400. as » 
fore is ſaid. * 
Therefore a Dioceſan ruling Biſhop ſinneth againſt the z» 
word, andalfo againſt thelight of nature. » 
 * Wedenie not that one proper Viſible Church may 
offiblic have many Paſtors. But that One Paſtor ſhould 
_ many proper Viſible Churches, is a thing ſenſeles, 
rannatl and condemned both by God and man. 


Reaſon 4. 


| he is the naturall and immutable office of a Paſtor both The true 


to Teach and to Governe (with the affiſtance of other F*font 


Elders) his owne flocke. 

But every Paſtor of each particularChurch in England 
is truly and properly a Paſtor of the ſame Church where. 
_ of he1s, andſhall anfiver for the ſoules of his locke which 
depend vpon him. ; 

Therefore every Paftor of each particular Church in 
England ought of neceſſitic notonly to teach but allo to _ 
governe his owne flocke. | < 

Touching the Propoſition, itis manifeſt to be the na- 


tural and immutable office of a Paſtor to governe his own 
| F 3 flocke, 


IJ 
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flocke, Firſtſecing the word mundwnr which {ignifieth to 
do theoffice of a Paſtor,doth inthe naturall propertie of 
#230. it imply Governement and rule. * As wee may ſce this 
Fer chap. 3» word is vſed, Math. 2.6. Reve. 19.15. 2.27. And theretore 
vt P38" cyen Civill Magiſtratesare called Rogne Paſtors, Fzek.3 4.2 
and in Homer nin xadr the Paſtors of thepeople: in Eari- 
pides newins 3X0 the Rulers of chariots. Secondly the whole 
office of a Spirituall Paſtor is found in the Scripture to be 
both Teaching and Governing : as firſt this very word doth 
moſtplainly fignifte 10h. 27. 16. At. 20. 18, and 1. Pet.5.2. 
Alſo where the diſtinct parts of the Paſtors ofticearenoted 
| as 1.7im. 5.17. and 1.Theſ.5.12.Math.18.17 18. Adheervn- 
«perp.coy. tO D. Bilſors conſent with Athanaſius, <T o whom Preaching, 
 Pa$199» and Offering at the Lords table dobelong to them alſo carefull ru- 
ling and governing the Church doth appertaine. Againe he 
* pag.162, faith, * Theſe ſelf ſame perſons that were in one, were in all theſe 
193,39: attions: andthe Churches were governed by the common counſel 
=pag.133- of thc Presbyters, And The Apoſtle ioyneth both theſe properties 
'#pag.111, 77 g00d Paitors, And * They muit be iruited with both or with 
| neither, 
,,. Now touching all this Gods word chargeth vs exprefly 


© Col 447 Hylng : © Take hee4to your Miniftery which you haxe receaved 
Rom-12.7 74 the Lord to fulfill it. RD 6 


_ 


Ay 


2» - Buttothis our Churches order is cleane contrary by | 
_ » reaſonof our Dioceſan ruling Biſhops. We may notful 
» fillour Miniſtery for them. - 
»  Therforeour Churches order in reſpeRt of our Dioce- 
»» {anruling Biſhops is cleane contrary to Gods word. And 
2> (thereforeof neceſſiticheerein we ought to be reformed. 
WhereyetI can not but note,how by our owne Parlia- 
ment law this is wholy yeelded to every ordinary Paſtor 
410 England. As namely where the booke of Ordination 
by PH {el |  maketh 
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maketh every one of them to vndertake * to minifler the 
Dottrine and Sacraments and Diſcipline of Chrift as the Lord 


hath commanded, and as this Realme hath receaved the ſame ac- 
cording 10 the commandements of God. Though itfaith,as 1his 
Realme hath receaved the ſame ; Yet we muſt marke that tt 
ſaith not ſo ſimplie, bur with ſpeciall reſtraint, according to 
the commandements of God. Yeabetorealſo it requireth rhe 
Diſcipline of Chri#t to be miniitred in ſuch maner as 15e Lord 
hath commanded. So that heere this reſtriction and certaine 
direction is ſer downe expreſly twice tor fayling. Where- 
fore the Lawes intent and meanins is not heere to do be- 
ſide,much lefſe<againſt the order fer down inGods word, 
but to do according to it. And not to take from Paſtors 
the ordinary power of Eccleftaſticall Dicipline (as now 
the practiſe is) but togiucirthem. Namely it Gods word 
dogjuc itthem,; which we ſaw bcſorethat it doth. God 
forbid therefore that wein England now ſhould be * bar- 
red from the ordinance of Godin his word, this being 
alſo thetrue intent of our owne Lanves. 

If our Adverſaries will ſay that this bringethin a paritie 
of Miniſters. And we can not be ignorant that our moſt 
wiſe and Noble King profeſleth his miflike of theparitie 
of Miniſters. | 

Ianſfwere with all reverence and ſubmiffion to his Ma- 
teſtte, that I conceaue his meaning not to be againſt the 


paritic which before haue ſpoken of. Andas for a gene- - 


rall paritie we miſlike and deteſtitalſo. Yea in a fort we 
fay that the Churches ſtate is Monarchicall. For weaf. 
firme that in every feverall true Church there ought to 
be a diſparitie of Church Miniſters: viz. the Paſtor aboue 
the Elders, and the Elders aboue the Deacons, as 1exatins 
-ſaith, And in Coferences & Synods where many Paſtors 
þ $658 | F 13 imnecct, 
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Cap. 19. 


* Math, 19. 
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ad SmyroE, 
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© meet, we do not only allow but require adiſparitie and 
prioritiealſo, namely in the Preſident or Moderator. Yea 
wedonotſimply diſallow a continuing Prefident, ſo that 
his cotinuance be ſubie> to his Brethrens free liking, they 
ſceing itto be notagainſt the gloric of God and the com- 
mon good. And for all this we are well atſured there is 
Rats warrant in theword of God. But as touching a 
farther diſparitie then this, We anſwer,comparing Paſtors 

| with Paſtors among themſelves in their common ofhce, 
or in any of the naturall parts therof, we {ee not hoiv there 

may beany diſparitie or difference inthem. May one Iu- 

ſtice of peace permit the reſt in the ſame Counnie to call 
before them, to reproue and rebuke MaletfaQtors, but not 
inany wiſe to comit to priſon, or to bind in ance 

any man ? May one aſſume this power alone to himlſclfe, 

and excludeall the reſt? Surely this were in the common | 
wealth arrogant,iniurious, and vnlawful without expreſle 
warrant from the ſame authoritie by which they all hold 

their Offices. How much more vnlawfullis it for men 
without Gods warrant to preſume in Gods matters in al- 

tering and changing, in making greater or lefler the Spirt- 

tuall ofhices of Chriſts Church © Magis and Mines in com- 

mon rea{on can notbeadmitted in thenature of one and 

» 1s ones Thefame Office, what *Office ſoever we ſpeake of. But this 


King more is ſo,more ſpecially in the Eccleſiaſticall. For it is excee- 
—— aA ding ſtrange that among true and proper Paſtors ſom 
One Father ſhauld bemore,ſom leſle Paſtors: which yet muſt needes 
more a "us be; if fom may have more ſom leſſe Paſtorall power. The 
echor? =vynreaſonablenes heereofappeareth further if we conſider 

in ike manner the nature and condicion of the Viſible 


Churches, One Vifible Church can'not bee more a 
Church then any other, though ſom may be;greater ſom 
=  kenaller, 
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fmaller, ſom richer ſom poorer. Yet as Churches they are 
all equally Churches,and one hath as much Eccleltaſticall 
or ſpirituall right, power, & authoritie, as any other, Even 
ſois it with their Paſtors, being comparcd (I ſaye) togea- 
ther as Paſtors among themſelves. Againe as the Apoſtles 
wereall equall Apoſtles; ſo ſurely the Paſtors ought to be, 
whoare in dced their right & proper Succeſſors. Part con- 
fortio prediti e&& honoris & potefiatis, As Cyprian * faith : The "o_A = 
Apoitles were indued with equall honor & power. Thertore the T0710 
Paſtors their Succeſlors ought to be fo likewiſe. To which 
purpoſe alfo is that in the ſame place following. <Epiſcopa- «1bib, 
1145 onus e# , cnins a ſingulis in ſolidum pars tenetur . There is 
butonekinde or natureof the Biſhoplic or Paſtoral office, 
whereof everie one participateth.in whole. And in ano- 
ther place, * Nemo noftrum Epiſcopum Epiſcoporum ſe facts : * Cypr.in 
None of vs maketh him ſelf a Biſhop of B:ſhops,or over Biſhops: $29" 
Sijgnitying that it was not lawtull for them ſo to be : ne1- 
ther likewiſe a Paſtor over Paſtors. And to what purpoſe 
els is that of lerome to Evagrins, where ſpeaking of Bi- 
ſhops or Paſtors ſaith he, © Einſarm ſunt merits, eiuſdem Sa- — 
- Vagre 
cerdoty. They ave all of one and the ſame preeminence, of one and © 
the ſame Office. Theſe ſentences are verie memorable, ten- 
ding toallow ordinarie equalitiein all Offices which are 
of one and the ſamekinde ornature. Howſoever yet a de- 
' clination from the right and perfect Paſtorall office began 
to come in,in the dayes of theſe men, & alſo to getallow- 
ance even of the moſt famous Doors, ſpecially about 
Jeromes dayes , Whereby it is manifeſt how a paritie of 
Paſtors ought to be held, and yet notwithſtanding how a 
paritic of all Miniſters ought not to be in any Church. 
But ſome wil —_ is not enough, For this neverthe- 
C 


Jes will be the caule of ſtrife & diſcordinthe -—_— 
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Weanfiver, The cleane contranie is true. Your humane 
= diſparitie in the Eccleſtaſticall Miniſteries both isand cver 
| ©Nazians, * hath bcn the tive cauſe of diſcord. Burt our Divine diſ. 
—— paritic, thatwhich we hold and allow, is the true cauſc of 
peaceand vnitie.For where,in whart place can diſcord bc? 
In every Church weacknowledg a Superior,and in everie 
meeting out of many Churches a Supertor likewiſe. Now 
no other place can be imagined where diſcord and {trite 
Eccleſtaſticall can ariſe. It therefore Superioritie and dil- 
_ will cauſe peace, weethrough Gods goodnes and 
lefſing ſhallboth haye and keepe peace every where: It a. 
nie other Superioritie bee required, and namely Yours, 
which croſſeth yea cutteth of Gods owne ordinance in 
the Paſtoral office,ve deny that it can ever procure peace. 
And this our preſent experience doth ſhew in all the for- 
raigne Reformed Churches compared with ous. They all 
mioying this ordinanceof God have moſt admirable vni- 
'tie. Weonly wanting this, notwithſtanding many &ſun- 
drie worldly advantages, yet do remaine ſtill (now theſe 
50. yeeres almoſt) in wotull diſſcntions, defolations, and 
diſſipations. Neither can the Lordly Prelacic, neither will 

they remedy it. 

_ If heercinyetmenwill not be ſatisfied , but will hold it 
_ ftillto beſpeciall wiſedom to take away from ſom Paſtors 
the power of ſpirituall governement, and to give itto ſom 
few. Weanſhveragaine with the holy Ghoſt, It bchoo- 
ez Cer. 4. Veth vsnot, itis high preſumption * ny; vigenrac pporie © 26: 
* bewiſeaboue(uauch rather contrary to) that which is written, 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon 5. 


"H o s-2 Elders or Paſtors. (as they coiit themſelves) 
ſtanddiredtlie contrarie to Gods word, who do rule 
their fellow-Elders or Paſtors (and ſpecially manic 

whole Churches) witha Lordly Ecclehiaſticall power, os 
foleauthoritie : alſo who do rule them Civilly. with out- 
ward force and compulſive power:and who receaveCivil 
Titles and Stiles an{wering tothe worldly honor due to 
high Magiſtrates in the world. 
 Butour Dioceſan Biſhops in England are ſuch Elders 
or Paſtors,and do thus rule and ſtand by their publike Ot- 
ficeor Offces whichthey hold. _ 
Therefore our Dioceſan Biſhops in England even by 

their publike Office or Offices which they hold , ſtand di- 
rectly contrary to Gods word. 

 ThePropoſition (whereofonly there can be doubt) is 
proved by many plaine places of Gods word. Chriſt car- 
neſtly forbad his Apoſtles this whole matter (and in them 
mu more all other Miniſters their inferiors ) in theſe 
words: * Te know that the Rulers of the Nations haue dominion 
over them, and the Great men exerciſe authoritte over them. But 
tt ſhall not be ſo among you. But who ſoever will be great among 
you, let hins be your ſervant. Luke hath the ſame thus: ©The 
Kings of the Nations haue dominion,or rule as Lords over them, 
#nd they who excrciſe authoritie over them: are called Grations 
Lords. But ye ſhall not be ſo. And Peteran Elder (as he calleth 
himſelfe ) chargeth all Elders that they be not * « Lords 
over Gods heritage , but examples to the flocke. And Paul re- 
nounceth it forhis part, ſaying, © Not thet we haue dominion 
over your faith but are helpers of your oy, 


uſion 
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Heere tis a lilly cvalion (which ſom vic) or rather a de- 
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luſion of theſe manifeſt Scriptures,to ſay;Chriſt heere for- 
biddeth his Apoſtles to expect Civill power 8 authoritic 
-.- | by vertueoftheir Eecleſiaſticall Miniſterie : or, it is heere 
denyed that Civilpower's neceſlarily annexed to the Ec- 
_ cleſftaſticall fun&tion . And beſides this that nothing els :!, 
heere denyed by our Savior to his Apoſtles and Miniſters. 
* Tay this is avamethift. The Apoſtles maniteſtly defired 
this outward preeminence no other way but by Comiſſi- 
>, * on from Chriſt, whom they. hoped ſhould haue ben a 
,*Man.20, creat Prince inthe world. This * they ſimply deſired and 
| Marc, 10, this Chriſtfimply denied, both to them and in them to all | 
nd true Miniſters of Chrift for ever. Bel1des LZske alſo addeth 
the Magnificent Titles of worldy authoritie, and theſc to 
belikewiſe denyed them. Which indeed neceſſarily fol- 
loweth. Finally both Mathew 8 Lake do principally ſpeake 
of the forbidding of Civill rule to Miniſters, yet their 
words are ſogenerall that we muſt needs grant, thatChriſt 
there forbiddeth his Miniſters ſimply8: generally al Lord- 
ly rule,or domination,or {ole authoritie whatſoever. And 
therefore Eccleſiaſticall domination or ſole authoritic in 
Church matters alſo. Even as it is manifeſt that Peter and 
Paul do(without controverſy) in the places before rehear- 
ſed. Ttisno better ſhift , to ſay that Chriſt heere forbad 
- nothing but Tyrannicall dver-ruling ofthe brethren. Or 
only theambirious deſire of Lordly rule, ſole power, and 
__ civill authoritie: but not the things themſelues. 
#Math. zo.  Butall this D.Biſſonalone(though now he bea L,Biſhop 
25- _ himſelfe)hath moſt fully and ſubſtantially confuted, A- 
ard —M gainſt the Teſuits and Seminarics obiecting thus [ The 
Apol. of 5 word is * xeTauguirs they Over-rale their Subiects with ininfice 
=p and violence. Tow ſhall not ds ſo. He replycth , <.Ss your new 
274. Prit- Tranſlation over-ruleth the word. Howbeit Chriit-inthat place 
nd.zz86,; © 1 - dah 
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doth not traduce the Power of Princes as vniuſt and outragions, 
but diftinguiſheth the calling of his Apoitles from the maner of 
regiment which God hath allowed the Magiiirat. Chriitſaith not 
Princes bs tyrants,you ſhall deale more curteouſiy then they do :but 
he ſaith Princes be Lords and rulers over their people. by Gods or- 
d:nance you ſhall not be ſo. Againetheword which $, Luke hath, 
6s wogniss without any compoſition ; T hey be Lords & Madters: 
and S. Paul confeſſeth of 11ſelfe and other Apoiiles, Not that we 
be Lords or Maiters of your faith. Te the componnd «ar akuquier 
55 with power & force to rale men whether they will or #0,n0t with 
wrong and iniury to oppreſſe them, And therefore the cor.cluſion 
is inevitable, that Princes may lawfully compell and puniſh their _ 
Subiefts, which Biſhops may not. < All Paitors and Biſhops ate © P*8- "75" 
frraitly charged not to medle with the ſword.  * Torompell Hef. +» pag. 182, 
tikes and Schiſraatikes neither is it poſ{ble ſor the Preacher if he 

would ior lawful if he could: he lacketh both meanes and leawe to .. 
conflraige them. Biſhops be flatly forbidden to ratene , and muit 

not meddle with the materiall ſword. TCommanading and forcing ypag 115; 
our Savior forbiddeeh to all his Diſciples, Where the tull cfte& 

of all his diſcour{c is this : Al{Civill i riſdittion and power of 

the ſword io commannd,compell,and puniſh by loſſe of life limme, 

or libertte, ts ſecluded from the Miniiters funttion and reſerued 

to th: Magiitrates. * Chriit preciſely forbad his Apo#les.to bears —_— 
rule and exerciſe authoritie over their brethren : not Uniuit and 2,1, * 
1 yrannicall rule but all compulſive power. And where the thin 

1s not lawfull the ſigne is not lawfull. ere, To like purpoſe allo 

he writeth in his booke of the Perpetual Governement of 

Chriſtes Church: wherehe ſaith,T Many giftes may conioyne , p,, ,.., | 
in one man,many offices cannot , «The Miniſters ſhall not have 143. 
any ſuch rule or dominion as the great States have , * The thing , p,4 + * 
ſo much prohibited by Chrift &r his Apoſtles gs, that Preachers & 


Paitors ſhould min behave or thinke themſelves to bee _ 
G 2 and . 


' mpag.cs, 41d Maiſters over their brethren. And © To increaſe the love of 
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the ſheepe toward their Sheepheards , Chrift would not have his 
Apoſtles to be ferred as Maiſters,but to be honored as Fathers,and 
 con{cquently Paſtors not to force,but to feede, not to chaſe, but to 
tud rhe flocke committed to their charge, neither roughly to in- 
zreat them as ſervants, but gently to perſwade them as cohcires of 
theſamt kingdome. Heere are Teſtimonies of this man tor | 
vs moſtfnll, moſt cleare,and aboveall exception. [ag 


ot Reaſon 6. 


farpation JF inthe Lawes eſtimation the calling of Miniſters with 
1-4, 4vs15given by thoſe who in Gods word have no power 


*'. 4-2» -togiveit.then this is contraric toGods word and neceſ- 


,, farierobereformed. 
'» _ +Butinthe Lawes eſtimation the calling of Miniſters 
- With vs is given by thoſe whoin Gods worde have no po- 
-» wer to giveit.Namely itis given by a Dioceſan ruling Bi- 
thop.,who is no where found(as beforcT ſhewed) in al the 
New Teſtament. So that he can not therein have anie 
power orauthoritie to give Miniſters their calling,nor yet 
totakeit from them. Againe by the rule of Gods word | 
that 'particular. Church whiche' is to have the Miniſter, | 
oughttobepreſentand to ſhe a liking and conſent in 
their Miniſters calling. Whiche proveth that no Biſhop 
hath any power or authoritie in Gods word to giyeanic 
Miniſter his calling, or to take it from him in abſence of 
tharChurch to whom the Miniſter belongeth, yea and(as 
the practiſe now is) vtterly without their liking. © 
Therefore this, thatis the giving of the Miniſters cal- 
» ling with vs by ſuch as now do give it and in ſuch maner, 
» 1s contrary to Gods word,and ought of neceſiiticto bere. 


» formed. Where 
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 - WhereIfay; by the rule of Gods worde, that Church The Chur* 
which is to have the Miniſter oughtto bee preſent and to —— 
ſhewa liking and conſent in their Miniſters Calling : this 
ts evidentby many teſtimonies,and reaſons. Firſt, becauſe 
in the Apoſtles time theChurch had a conſentin Excom- 
munication, as it appeareth to the Corinthians, where the 
Apoſtle ſaith, * 1 have determined already, when yee aregathe- -, 
red togeather and my ſpirit, in the name of our L. leſus Chrift, 4.5. , 
that ſach a one,by the power of our L.leſus Chriſt, be delrozred to 
Satan. And, * Put away from among your ſelves. that wicked ,, , 
»an. Which agreeth with Chriſtes owne ordinance and 
precept,where he ſaith, © Telthe Church : If he hearenotthe 
Church, let him be wnto thee as an Heathen and 4 Publicane. \7. 
Now if the Church was to Excommunicate, [urelie the 
Church alfo was to ele her Miniſters. For theſe arethe 
2. maine partes of the holy Governement Eccleſiaſticall, 
both which muſt belong to the Church equallie &alike. 
Further it is apparant by the Apoſtles practiſe. Firſt, the - 
calling of Matthias to the Apoſtleſhip was permitted ({o 
farreas was poſhble) tothe Churches Election. For they 
* appointed two,whereofone ſhould be and was divinely * A%1-23 
choſen. This queſtionles was done (not of neceſfitie for © * 
that Calling which was then to be given, but only) toran 
example in Eccleſtaſticall Elections which the Churches 
after ſhould and did imitate. Beſides, howſoever the very 
Election of Matthias was by Divine lot, yetit was all done 
in the Churches preſence with the actuall concurrence of 
their praycrs and free conſentes inſtantly. Now thele acts 
ofthe Church as they may, ſo therefore they ought tg be 
perpetual in every Ekedtion of whatſoever Miniſter;ſceing , _ 
even for that end the Apoſtles cauſed noye the Church govern. 
- thus todo. Itisaſlightanfiver andyntrue,to ſay, * _ P4090 

* | G; _ 


5 Per. gov. 
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ples are no preceptes. For the ſame anſwerer ellwhere confel: 


- 6 6 uh © , be T Ls ” 
. 


ſeth;that * the Apoſtles taught the Church by their Examples, 
Burt if he had not onfell5d it, yet the tructh of this gene- 


_ rallpointis in it {elfe moſt cerrain . Wherefore was the 


Booke of the Apoſtles Aﬀtesels written 7 But that their Acts 
in theChurches ſhould be Rulcs and patterns for vs to do 


likewiſe. All Divines vie the Argument drawen trom an 
_ atof Chriſt or his Apoſiles,and vrge it even to bind vs nv 


les thenif it werea formall Precept, And ſo we read that 
Chriſt himſelf & his Apoſtles too, reaſoned ſundry times 
from thebare Actes of the Prophetcs and men of Godin 
the old Law. I know in divers Examples there are to bc 
found Circumſtances which fit not all tumes, places, nor per- 
ſons. Whatthen * Neither do'Precepts commonly ht vs 
in fo generalla maner.By this ſhitt then we may avoid ex- 
preſleand direct Precepts alſo. And thus ſcarce any thing 
in Gods word ſhall ſuffice to conſtrayne and binde vs. 
Wheretore alwayes wevrge no other Exiples of theApo- 
ſtles,or not in any other points, then ſuchas do and may 
fitvs continually, and every where, even ſo wellas they 
fitted thoſe of old, In which caſe itis a miſerable denyall 
to ſay, Examples are no precepts. God graunt vs and all 
true Chriſtians, to intoy our Churches ordered after the 
Apoſtles examples.and to have all otherCuſtomes of men 
(whenonce we diſcerne them )vtterly abandoned.But to 
procecdalitle: The Apoſtles again *cnarged the Cirurch 


at leruſalemto choole their Deacons: therfore much more 


ought the Churches (who are not ignorant bcaſtes, but 
men taught of God) to choole their Paſtors. Laſtly,they 
*ordeyned Elders to ſyndrieChurches which were a&tu- 
alle preſentand conſenting. So much is moſtevident by 
the very text: neither canany except again{t this; which 


{ut- 


I. 
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ceſſarilie prove that the Churches did elect their Elders. 


/ 


Tanſier, this very woord (yea thus as itis heere coſtrued) 


is not ſo weak for our purpoſe as is pretended. For we find 


the ſame word in good Authors, having the very like Gra- 


maticall conſtruction, that is, toyned not with the _m | 


but with theGuides or principal in theafſemblie. And yet 
the very naturc of this word (fignitying in the ordinarie 
vic thereof the cuſtome which was then to give Voices 
by lifting vp of handes) implycth the Peoptcs concur- 
rence and voyce-giving iointly with the, Guides of the af- 
{emblie. For aſmuch as this geſture of litting vp handes 
for voycc-giving in the the publicke meetinges did al- 
wayes and moſt chieflie concernethe People. In this very 
manner to this purpoſe we have this word in Demoſthenes: 


- 310 Tipov GY TOY Youwy X a«g0vH62 61 601 vouvbity TETOY Kugior val, Which * Conty. 
of the Lawes the Nomothete ( which were the principall Au- Timocr. 


 thors ) ſhall ordayne or conititute by hfting vp of handes the 
ſame ts ratified, Where notwithſtanding,the Litting vp of 
hands (as is well knowen) was not the Nomothetes or chief 
Authors part only : but the Peoples act is vnderſtood alſo 
by implication. Whole part was chiefly to Litt vp handes, 
eyther before or after the Nomorhetes abt. Even ſo likewiſe 
this ſame worde vſed heere in the Ages in the very ſame 
manerſhall import the Peoples part alſo: viz.a up CO- 
. ſentinthe appointing of their Elders, though only their 
Guides theApoſtles voyce-giving and ordayning of them 
be named. But we will not preſſe this. We may (as T ſaid) 
cleane omit this cofideration.and yer this text in the Aces 
_ doth fully ſerve our mayne purpoſe. Namely it proveth 

fully that theſe Elders were ordayned by the Apoſtles in 


the 


fiffiſeth our purpoſe. So that it is vaine where *fome con- , Perpet. 
-tende that this worde X«yorovicarreys heere vied will notne- gov. pag. 


70. 
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_ teſtimony I do delight to apply to our purpoſe for divers 
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 thepreſence andwith the free liking of the ſeverall Chur- 


ches. Another conceite thereis,thatthe ſenſe of this word 
heere is the ſame which the Grecke Eccleſiaſtical Writers 


_ longafterdo vicitin: viz. only to lay ow hands in Ordination, 


and no more. Itis an idle conceite. All do know, that the 
later Ecclefiaſticall Greeke Writers have altered the orty1i- 
nall and proper vie of this word, as they (yea and the La- 
tinesalſo) have donein other : as after we*ſhal further {ce. 
In the Apoſtles time they ſpake the ordinarieand knowen 
phraſe taken from the former times.But then no man vicd 
this word in ſuch ſenſe. They which followed ſom hun- 


dred yearts,can not prove thatthe Ancients ſpake like the 


after-coimmers. Wherefore, to our purpoſe againe: By all 
thele textes thus declared, it remayneth evident that the 
Church,whichis to havea Miniſter, ought to be preſenr 
andto ſhew liking and c6ſent freely to their Miniſters cal- 
ling : ſith we have ſeene that it was ſo in the practiſe of the 


= Apoſtles, and by the ordinance of Chriſt. Which alfocit 


ſeemeth) our very Book of Ordinatis (which is by Law) in- . 


 tendeth & requireth, where it ſaith,T ake thou authority.c+c, 


inthis Congregation. The word,this,importeth that the very 
particular Congregation wherein he ſhould haue autho- 
ritieſhould be preſent. And why ſhould they neceſſarily 
be preſent, bur freely to conſent 2 Allo heere by it is evi- 
dent.that the Law would not thatany Miniſter hould be 
ordained butto a certain Congregation. All which good, 
neceſſary, and Chriſtian rules how they be now every - 
where broken & deſpiſed, who ſeeth not: Yea though the 
manifeſt intent of our Law doth require them. A word” 
more let vsadd touching D. Biſons approbatis alſo of the 

Churches free conſent in choling their Paſtors. Whoſe 


good 
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confiderations.** Saith he, We have theword: and war- «in chese= 


want of the B. Gho#t for that which weſayc+c. viz. that the Peg. miner part, | 
plecan and 0zeht to diſccrne and try the. dodtrincs and ſpirits of - 353" 
the Teachers, and ſo 10 choſe and refuſe them, as they by the word 
fhauldfee good. * How can the People do either , if they have nog * £8: 35 
fl kill anT leave to aiſcerne both. < The Apottles left eledtirns in- « perrer. 
drfferently to the People and Clergit at leruſalem. T he People had gon paſſe | 
«5 winch riaht to choſe their Pators, as the Clergie that had more uy od ' 
ſkill to indee *Well may the Peoplesintereſt land wpo the grounds * Pag 3190 | 
#freafot and nature, and be derived from the rules of Chriftian | 
equitie, © The late Biſhops of Rome have not ceaſed carſing & *pag.z59. 
 fehiing, ull excluding both Prince and People they reduced the 
election wholy 10 the Clergie. Buthetelleth them, by their leave : 
it was n0t ſo from the beginning. *1 acknowledge each Church & *Pag y3ge | 
people fland free by Gods law to admit naintaine,&7 obey no man "A 
«5 their Paitor withort their liking. It is truche addeth this, 
vnles by law, cuFome, or conſent they refirdine themſelves. But 
this he himſelfe el{where anſwereth roundly: © hat au- 
thoritie had others after the Apoitles deathes to channee the Apo- 
fiolike governement ? And ſuch additions he calleth T Cor- tPag.ny, 
ruptions oftimes jnventions of men, and 4 iranſereſsing of the - 
Commanndement of God for he traditions of men. And' a- | 
gaine he calleth this plainly * 7nt3uſion, and Preſumption, « pag.r1 mw | 
- This ſufficeth to ſhew,that he well vnderſtadeth theerath  Þ} 
. 1athisemaſe, x | SIIHENT 2 28 Þþ 


+ 


«Pap.23 25 


/ " 


* * 
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''..Butnow it wilbe demanded: How can we then allow 
the Calling of the Miniſters in England, iudging them by 
the rule of Gods worde. Ianſhyere: Firſt this iseveralſire 
ground (not in the Schooles only;but) with all-faithfull 
Chriſtians reaſoning about any marter : Conſequ:n incons- 
: gnodinrnon ſoluit areumontum, An incoyormient conſequence 
a«kttb not away an Argument, We EY then _ 
7; E. ” 
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| © fromthetruthforany. inconvenience which may follory. 
” . . + Ratheritbchovyethvstologkewellto ourſelves & to our 
ol profeſſion and ſtanding whetcin we abide, and Chriſtian- 
A  lewithſpeed to amend our error. Howbeit I ſpeak not 
_ hi aitteboludy denied the whole Calling of our Mt- 
 . © nNiſters: Idonotſo. The Lord knoweth there is none in 
England moreynwilling to runne ypon this rocke then I 
am. Andyetnevertheles I dare not, I can not, (nor anic 
F good Chriſtian e)agree to change Gods Ordinances af- 
_ terouroccaſions.: Wherefore I anſwer to this:queſtion 
2 thus: Formy part,[ beleeve thatthe true ratification and 
' ___ - warrantofour Miniſters calling which is by Gods word, 
| The Chur- ſtandethiin this,& only in this, that our Viſible Churches 
# <6 a<p- .doconſentandacceptthem whom they receavefor ſuch. 
F Bez.in AQ, I fay, theydo conſent and accept them, after what ſort ſ0- 
© 3423+ everitbedone. And this their conſent, I acknowledge,gi- 
-- __ veththem(before God)their Miniſtery, though comoy- 
© | nedwithmat y greats publike corruptions otherwayes. 
, In which reſpect the Papiſtes.are ſoundly anſwered, 
_ whocalumniat our Miniſtery as if either we had none at 
All,or cls had that which we have from them. Againe this 
-.* anfwerethothers,who becauſe in our publikeorders there 
> _-..., aremanyevilsoyned with our Miniſters Calling which 
|  arenotto beiuſtitied, nor to be communicated with, and 
becauſe they are commonly eſteemed to have their Cal- 
ling from theſe vnlawfullmeangs,viz. from the Diaceſan 
ruling Biſhops without the Church, though in deeditbe 
Notſo: therefore they dowholy and abſolutly deny-the 
 Miniſteriein England, which in trueth and by- good rea- 
ſonthey ought niotto do abſolutly and altogeather; How 
beit yet I ſpeak notthis in favor to ſuch perſons or-Con- 
_gregationsamong vs, which do evidently, appeare Oe 
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© Rnyronnr Ova Cuyncungs, "51 
fuſe of wilfnlnes Chriſtes Ordinances, and to ſpeak evil of 
the way of God. Toward ſuch Ican not deny but the A- 
poſtles* pra! and precept onght to bee followed, who « Tim.s. 5, 
teachetiiin tits caſe, jaying, ** Separate from ſuch. T Have ns 
fellowſhip with the unſruujuil warkes of aarkues. * Touch noun- |" 

cleane thing. ** Marke them which cauſe (chiſmes and ſcandalles *Rom.s. iy 

beſide the doftrine which you have learned, and aveid them, wy 


[Reaſon 7. Ml 
s 3 O wantany maine part of the * ordinary appoln- 5» * 73 ziwe 


= 
4 


ted meanes of ſalvation is © cotrary to Gods word > {y1t1s. 4 


_ andneceffarie to be reformed. : 2 ©Math.2b, 

- Buttherightand true Dicipline Eccleſiaſticall in each >> 1@,40.21, 

proper Viſible Church, is one maine part of the ordinary ,, 
s of ſalvation * inted by God fo ſoule: ,, ;209r-18.99 

meanes of ſalvation *appointed by God tor every 1Oute: 2 1,410.25 
and this we in England do vtterly want. , i | 53 MataG, 1 


Therefore wein England in reſpect of Diſcipline and ,, 


7 3" ; 


Governement Ecclefiaſticall do ſtand contrarie to Gods 3, 
word,and ought heerein neceſſarily to be reformed. 3 
SOmtbir., 

Where the Apoſtles true Suceeſſors are ſpoyled of their,, *Þ 
Officeand MiniſteriCatþinding 4vd long, forgioing © re ,, * "i 
rayning of ſcandalous finnes, there is grievous Sactilege,R ,, * ...þ 
there ought to be of necellitie a: reformation: to'reſtbre,, | 
them to thus their ſpirituall *rightand diy. piooytee Joao T! Nh * Math,1$S 
- But theordinanePaſtorsand Teachers ofall theChuy: j, 010.234 

 ches in Englandare theApoſilestrue Suecellorggand they ,; | 
are ſpoyled of the office of binding and loo/mngforgiuing and , | 
retayning the ſcandalous {innes of their owneflockes... 


==. 


IS! 2 
- :; Therefore the ordinarie-Paſtorsand'Teachers ofall the ,, 
'Churches in England do ſuffer the. Weng of hacfiiege, 35 
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» and otght ofNeceſſtic tobereſtoredtothis their ſpirit. 


© 2 p al ogy anddutie which yet they are heldirom. 
=  . +» Or thus. - 


* 


'\ Wh ere the Apolties true Succeſſors are barred from v- 
Math. 16, 5) » fi ing *borh the Keycowhich Chriſt himſelfe gave them & 

29 2» putthemintruſtwithall, there thewſe of botlr ought to 

\ 2 Tim, \. >» bereſtored tothem. Otherwiſe thow can they ſay in their 

wyY _ conſciences before God that they walke in their callino, 

20.14 2 andfulhill their Miniſtery, anddiſcharge their truſt? 

| " 17 >> And how canthe flocke alluredly expedtthar Heaven ſhal 

-.  » beopenedtothem?. 

:; =.» Buttheordinaric Paſtors and Teachers inall theChur- 

© _ - » chesinEnglandaretheApoſtlestrueandonly Succeflors 

+ 2 amongys, Rackey are barredfro ving one ofthe Keyes, 
EL -... Fe AOIpehc Key of power or governement,as it is called. 

WS: Therefore the vie of this Key allo ought of neceſiitic te 

A » bereſored ro them. - 

= *Obedientt'i better then bens He: 7 iGdnin.r 9-22. 

\  Iffe know theſe things, kſſed are Ie them teh, F3.17, 
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King. > V-\/-be our r driroanperte@Propher and ſpintuall 
-54.20-King(b taking away from him ſom parts of his 
x; ” Propheticall by Bo ; Offices, and aſcribing the:ſame 
bi Eiicies vi Mk nine A ACHaLS. digaiticofChtiſt, 
Ditgrie h the Foundation 'oFfaving fah,and i is*con- 

p trariero< A&W ds TY 
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his Propheticall and Kingly Offices. For they hold found 
and intire only Chriſtes Prieſtly Office. Briefke, as the 
Catholikes do ioyne Men with Chriſt in all thefe 3.Ofh- 
ceo doour Dioceſans inthe 2.former. ' 
' © Therefore the Dioceſan ruling Biſhops,&c.do diminiſh 
the honor and dignitic of Chriſt, they unpugne the foun- 
_ edationoffaving Sich aid are contrarie to Gods word. 
The Propoſition if it be wiſely contidered,jis playne. For 
it.can not be doubted, but Chriſt Icſus hath z3.Ofhces: viz, 
he is our Prophet, King,and Prieſt;& by vertue of all theſe 
3-properly heis our Saviour and Mediator. Againe we arc 
neceſſartly to believethat Chrift Teſus hath in his owne 
onely perſon all theſe 3.Ofhces intire,abſolur, and perfect. 
'In ſo much that jfany ſhall (with what colourſoever) c6- 
municate theſe Offices to others,denying them toChriſts 
ſole and proper perſon, or any of them, yea or any mant- 
feſt and certaine part of them;the ſame verily do impug 
the foundation of ſaving faith, and deprive Chrift of a 
part of his ſole and proper glorte. Where alfoT defire ir 
may be remembred, that Chriſt Teſus thongh he properly 


worketh our Redemptis only by his Prieſtly Office,that 


1s,only by the Sacrifice of his owne ſufferings;yet hewor- 


keth ourSalvation and accompliſheth his'Mediationnot 


burby all theſe 3:his Offices iointly toveather. So that it is 


the errorof a nomber who thinke; to beleeve only that 


Chriſt dyedfor vs,this is enough'to ſalvation. We need 
 notto regard in'Chriſtany more. Wheteby men comon- 
- leforger the other partes of Chriſtes glbttous/Worke ro- 
ward vs,viz.his holy compleat D o#7rine, and Governement. 


- Butboth theſe alloought to be believed & yeeldedvnto 
"the petfon of dur SaviourChrifſt intirely'& wholy,everin 


H 3 other, 


xfpcAthe is our Saviour'& Mediktor; no leſfſethen the 


-. Ws 
"I 


Fe 
. 2: TT OO OO oe Wb 
m_ © *4 aut 3 +3 ed EE: £% TE (is + ha "Y Rd on whe Jo " 
: P."-25; He op 43% the Os, RS or Sa - LIES $43 IE 
£ "0 Oe OO 2 oy DD. 4 NO 44 Fe OS 
A toſs a>, X 7 «$27 ks 1 hISICY SOT £2. F Jon b; 
b phy ; CO 


. 7 ; 's. *U 4 
HE, >. TT ERIIGS IS ap Ek SPSS OA ws 
O Ee gs Oo ls ES. ot NENT 
bs A -- Poe vl gr vs 2 ESI me 
; \ - ” % LEA Enos ot, * 0" Font Hoey = 
\; & CIRCE: oe! » # 
: _ » k I 
- CIC 
= SH 


5 hy ed ee , "OY SSD) " FR he EVER) » " 
_ -& ne hs hs 5 FED & pf - » bins 
"hs 2 ts : | ; _ INS, s 3” IRE _ fy Pt : # ; i 
> % anay 4 R 3 : 
TIF n , 4 

T | F Y C | 8,8 | [1 % 

- ” s " EX ? g + | - Lg 
 F$ ; IT j IN. C:8,94 h 


- Otherhathe perfectly. ſuffered for vs as our Redeemer, 
 Thisis wellto beconfidered. OS 
The Aſſuyption our adverſaries do make to be true. For 
© they take fro Chriſt perſonally a nranifeſt part of his Pro- 
© . pheticall Office: andlikewiſcot his Kingly Office. It is a 
| partof Chriſtes owne proper Propheticall Office to teach 
| *Proved in VS With authoritic by himfelte *alonein his owne word 
| Reaſon 1. and Teſtament the outward forme, nature, and conſtitu- 
Hick” tioa (which is but one) of all his Viſible Churches wic- 
 3-235:5, therin Countrics rich or poorc, Monarchies or Demo- 
E Tokn. 1 craties,%c: likewiſe all thetrue Eccleftaſticall Offices and 
| and16-13. Miniſteries,in them, with every kinde of ation and.thing 
2 properly Ecclefiaſticall vſed in the.Church, or where ſoc- 
| vyereReligiouſly. Alſoitisapart of his proper Kinglic 
| *Marth.s. Office, ©by himtelfe to conſtitute and inioyne theſingu- 
345 *** hrandonly true formeofall his Viſible Churches,andto 
* Lukerg. 14 admit wherſoever none other; ſpiritually torule, toguide, 
" 1a1.4.12, 09 tO blefſevsin them only,by his owne Miniſterics and 
Cor: 2.5 Ordinances inſtituted by him ſelfe or by hisSpirite in his 
 2ne40'?7 Apoſtles andby none other. All which the foreſaide 
; N 20423 bo | u* . . « 
: 2 Dioceſeſan ruling Biſhops,&c. do take from Chriſt him- 
__ Jelfeperſonally,ahddo*permitthem ynto Men. Saying, 
OR naar is indifferent(and ſormwhere ſorgtimes conyenient) for 
bj: Sai. Cart Chriſtians thus to do. Therefore the AjſumpHtan's true... 
| W8WP*- . :Itwilbe faid,if this be ſo,then likewiſe the ancient Wri- 
_ {ters Auftine, Ambroſe,Chryſoitome, Leo,Gregoric, &c.diderre 
_ -infaithtafalvation, and believed. not ſom partes of.the 
|. "HundamencalOffcesof Chnilt aur Savior. For thoſean- 
cients did hold ſundry Eccleſiaſtical Inventions of men, 
_befides that they, weretheſelyes Dioceſan ruling Biſhops. 
__* : Wherefore (bythis reaſon) they diminiſhed not a little 
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| Theſamemuſt befſaide likewiſe of our late bleſſed Mar. 
tyrs, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Ferrar,&+c. 


. Tanſhwer,we embrace theſe holy men of God (both the 
elder and later) for their other manifolde teſtimonies of 
pietie. Therefore we iudge them as faithfull ſervant& of 


Chriſt according to that meaſure of light wherein they li- 


'yed. Thar is, they did generally and indiſtindly beleeye 
and profeſſe ſoundly all the whole Offices of Chriſt to 
ſalvatio, Yettrueitis they erred in theſe foreſaid external 
partes pertayning to Chriſtes Prophecie and Kingdome 
through the common ſway of the times then: the Myſte- 
ric of iniquitie (that is Antichriſt) adyancing it ſelfe day- 
be very much even by them, and by theſe their errors, 
mk they for their partes were ynwitting 6 vnwilling, 
The caſe thus ſtanding with them, we. are not to doubt, 
but theſe their errors (though of them ſelves verygreat) 
were graciouſly pardoned in Chrift: chiefly conſidering 
thattheſe matters were notthen examined nor any thing 
looked into;which with vs now theſe 40. yeeres haye ben 
much dcbated, tried,and {ifted. Yeaand by Gods worde 
are ſo clecrliedifcovered,thatwe muſt needes now.lay, He 
that is ignorantlet him beignorant ſtil: and he that's per- 
verſe let him be perverſe (till. Wherefore the conditjon of 
our Diocelan L.Biſhops,&c. in England, is farre vnlike at 
this day,and in no ſorte tobe compared with that of thoſe 

Biſhops then. Ours have no excuſe, whuch they. mighe 
have. Cyprian ſaicth well in ſachanother cafe. *$4; gots de 
anteteſſoribus noftris vel ignorantex. \wel ſumplictter non hoc 0b- 

ſervavit 63 tenuit quod nos Dominusfacere exemplo' & M agt- 

feerio ſusdocuit. potei? ſimplicitati eius de indulgetia Dom! ve- 


-anceds. nobii vera non poterit ionoles aus nunc'd Dm'' 
wie conceds, nokig vero non petarit ignoſe qui mne's DO * 
3 


aa” 7 
_ 


 Rnyonnn Own Crtyncurs. fy 
-- pheticall and Kingly. Which toaftirme wilbe very.hard, 


* Cypri. 
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 . -- advithi 1 © infirudt fans. | any before vs either ignorantly 
© or /anplyhath not obſerved and kept thatwhich the Lord by ha 
* example & dofirine bath taught v5 to dogby the Lords mercy his 
ſiwiphititie may ve pardoned;bat we cannot be forgiven who arcs 


lO on red an infiredid of th Lord 
Eo > Yetfome wiltſhy, We cannot ſhew any ſuch forme of 
AVilible Church ſomtimefor many hundreds of yearcs 
togeather. Shall we then thinke that this is Chriſts perpe- 
tuallordinance* | Lanſwere,firſt for 2. hundred yeares af- 
tex Chriſt there is 'noman can ſhew any other forme of x 
Vilible Church (but this) any wherein the whole world, 
23S in the next Aſſertion preſently (God willing) we ſhall 
further ſee. Which(beſtde the al ſufficient word of God) 
 t5an excellent reſtimonie alſo »neither need welooke fur- 
ther into Humane weitinges for the perpetuall neceſſtie 
heereof: Second: they who lift to ſearch may finde argu- 
mentes of-divers particular Congregations being intire 


- 


L - Viſible Churches in all ages, I thinke. Howbeir, what- is | 
—_ thattovs: Muſtthe Chriſtian faith orany part of it, ſtaid 
— or fall bythereportof Metis ſtories © Or may' we in this 
caſeconclude "arp them,Negatively 2 Mens writings men. 
|  tronntſach a Church at ſomtime.T herfore then there was none, 
- _- Andfpeciallyroinferrethus,; Therefore rhe'is not Chrifts or- 
© einanieulityerneceſſarie far vs, To eſteeme mens writings 
- fo ſuſKicientas tharbythem we ſhould prove or diſprove a 
matterof Religion, I ſay, itis veric fooliſh atthe leaſt. 
--. . . Finally ourAdverſarics will obiect,that by theſe Aſſer. 
-.:.1., tonsand defences we detract fromthe Kingsauthoriticde - 
owe: namely thius miſliking tharwhich he alloweth, & 
ectally hoſditig an auirhority Ecclefiaſticall not derived 
didevill& flanderons men 


varkits. - Interven fo 
ccule the faithful Chriſtians'in the primitive ago; They 


a 
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BYE + Rnroxnwy Ovn Cuvnicnny 53: 
cryed that,* Theſe all do again#t the decrees of Ceſar, ſaying * A8.,y.4, 
that there is another Kine, one Jeſus. Our reply therefore vn- 
to them for this ſhall ſtand in 4.points. 1. We moſtglad. , 
: ; . | | ath.20, 
lie do * give vnto Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, but to God «. 
the things that are Gods. 2. © Colimms Imperatorem ut homi. 2. 
nem 4 Deo ſecundum, & ſolo Deo minorem. We honor the King © Terul-at 
as 4 man next unto God, and inferior t0 God only. 3. Weglad- ; : | 
Le acknowledge that the King is, & ought to be Supreme 
governor even in all cauſes and oyer all perſons Eccleſia- 
ſticall/ Howbeit alwayes n9\ms , nou mwuarnas : Civilly, 
wot Spiritually or Eccleſtaitically. 4. The King is Cuitos o ® 
Vindex, the Keeper and Maintainer (by compuliive pow- 
— er) of thewhole ſtate of Religion. Buthe is not Author or 
/ MiniZter of any Eccleſiaſticall thing or Coſtitution what- 
ſoever. Willour Adverſaries yeeld more: Or is not this 
ſufficient* I hope this ſhall ſuffice to ceaſe heerafter their 
ſlanders againſt vs in this cauſe. And thus much touching 
our firſt Aﬀſertion. 


Safe hobo heh hatch. 
The 2. Aflertion. 


For the ſpace of 200. yeares afier Chrift the Vifſble Churches 
uſing governement were not Dioceſan Charches, but parts- 
enlar ordinary Congregations only: and the Biſhops (as they 
were particularly called after the Apoitles) were only Part- 

ſhionall not Dioceſan Biſhops, and differed from other Pa- 


ſors in Prioritie of order not in Maioritic of rule.o. 


.N this Aſſertion we obſerve 3. diſtinct partes. 1. A x. 
Church was then but one Ordinarie Congregation : 
I an 


rg 


l j3 NotDroenuan B: Buronn | 
' andgenerally in each Citie then there was but one ſuck 
2. Congregation only. 'z. The particular ordinary Con- 
gregations had in themſelves their owne governement 
3. Eccleſiaſticall. 3. There was no Maioritie of rule,but Pri- 
oritie of order only, in a Biſhop then compared with 
Mp other Paſtors. To 
ſb: T he firit is ppodds theſe Tefimonies following, 
= F Irſtletvs conſider that in the Apoſtles dayes the orday- 
| & Citie by NINg of Elders © x«rk no 8&7 rar' ixacier yas all onething; 
- Cite. Tir. namely becauſc in cach Citie in thoſe times there were 
|» Church not many Churches in number, but one onely proper 
E Py Church or Congregation of Chriſtians, Which alſo a- 
-pa319.20 bouewe further declared. + Then for the nextageafeer, 
IT. * Jenatius plainly ſheweththe common ſtate of the viſtbie 
_ * 4Ann9299 Churches in this time alſoto be ſuch : where he thus wri- 
| 4 Tgnat.ad teth.}1Vithout a Biſhop, without a Senate of Elders,without D ca- 
* Tall, | : EE oa: 3g OS 
A | C025, Fc. Xgl TSTWY EKAteI & EMAEKTH £48515 GUvk $20:0UR 7.6v & yIWW, & 
 Suwveyuyr beiuy. Without theſe there is no Church, no company of 
of Saintsnro holy Chereeation. Which proveth thatthen each 
Citic had but only one ordinary Cogregation of Chriſti. 
ans. Sith doubtles each Citie then had but one ſuch Senat. 
of Elders, and but one Biſhop, in 1exatizs ynderſtanding. 
Furtheralſo he perſwading the Churchof Philadelphia to 
vnitic and concord faith. © 1 exhort you wſe one Faith,one 
Preaching one ſupper of the Lord,e+c.For there js but oneCom- 
Punio T able is bonazinr 16x T3 iamniis 10 the whole Church(hcere 
in this Citie)ad one Biſhop with a company of Elders and Dea- 
cons. Therefore in this Citie there was then but one Or-. 
. dinary Congregation of Chriſtians, Neither ſpeaketh he 
of this Church m Philadelphia as being of at} other forme 
or conſtitution then other Churches then were. but in- 
eccdas being conformable and bke to the maner of the 


THEO UW 


— 


200; Yranty Arran Cunier, 


Church]diſtributively,then our Afſertion is more cleercly 
avouched, Againe touching the Church of Philadelphia 
he faith, * The Biſhop is Gods Ambaſſador 10 4 people 'n) t% er 
rwouirs that are togeather in one place. I aſtly writing el{where 
tothe ſame effect he ſaith ſo much rouching an other Vi- 
ſible Church, namely in the Citie Magneſpa, © nevrss int 73 
&v]o iv 7% Wpociny tug duvigX:V, min Sind's 154 NOPE, irs vOUT, palm RATIS, Bc. 
All of you com togeatber into the fare place to prayer, Let there be 
bt one common prayer,one minde,one Tang 
Iuitin Martyr ſhewing the maner of the Churches wor- 
ſhipping of God in the Cities where they then were, ob- 
ſeryeth the very ſame. Saith he; * Tg 73 ins Myoutry Huge 
HavToaovy Kara T0)65 4 ay9vs MtvovT wy ini To &%v76 Furgnivers Yivs ]at. On the 
Sonday as it is called All(the Chriftians) dwelling in the Cities, or 
«broad in the Country,ds com togeather into the ſame place , ec. 
It is very like that this was ſpecially ſpoken of the Church 
of Romethen: ſceing there 147in wrot and offered vp his 
Apologic to Aztoninus the Emperor. Though with all he 
fgnifieth that he meancs orhcr Churches in other * Ci- 
tics,and in Country-places likewiſe indifferently, There- 
fore then, All che Chriſtians in each Citie (yecathoſe in 
Rome) made not divers but one conſtant and ordinary 
Congregation only. - | 
- Ireneus in his time obſcrveth no materiall difference 
betweene Biſhops and Preſbyters Miniſters of the word. 


Whichisa __ argument that Biſhops then were not. 


Dzoceſan Biſhops overſeeing my coſtantly diſtin& Con- 

grceations, but were Paſtors of one particular ordinary 

Congregation only. Thus he ſaith,*7raditio que ei ab Apo- 

ſlolis + ſucceſtonem Preſbyterorum cutoditur. The tradition 

 mhich is taken from the Apoitles is kept by ſucceſs1a of Preſ mm 
i -- 


” 
" reft. If we tranſlate *dev 15 iananelgas ſom like betterſ70 every 


# oles . 


* Ibid: 


> 3 


*Tuſt,M art, 
Apolog.2. ; 
Anno 141. Þ 


I; 


'# 
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60 
Tn theſameplace allo : Epiſcopi ab Apo#tolis inftituti in Eccle- 
fs &r Succeſſores evrum vſque ad nos. Biſhops ordayned by the 
Apo#tles in the Churches, and their Succeſſors vatill our times. 
Wherealſo the Romane Biſhops Lnicetns, Pins, Hyginus, 
he nameth Presbyters. By all which it is evident, that the 
name Biſhop 8 Preſbyter was not yet exactly diſtinguiſhed 
as after it was, but remayned yet(as it were) common and 
indifferent to all- Miniſters of the word,even ſo as it was 
ved by the Apoſtles in their writings. Alſo itappeareth 
heereby that there was not then any kind of Dioceſan Bi- 
ſhops.For the name then ought to hauc ben very diſtin, 
and peculiar to him, as afterward it came to paſſe. Much 
leffe had any Biſhop a power to rule overa whole Dio- 
ceſle. Otherwile Irexeus ſhould not haue vicd theſe names 
and termes then fo indifferently. 
4 Tertullians teſtimony allo ſcemeth very agreablein this 
Y - Point. Where ſpeaking of Chriſtians qrdinary Congre- 
| Fertulian. gations in Cities in his time he ſaith Corpus ſumus, &c. we 
5% areall one Body, &c. Andagaine Coins in Cetum & ag- 
þ 2 egreeationem, ec, Weall com togeather into a Company 
and Congregation. He ſaith not plurally i cetus & agere- 
gationes into divers Companies & Congreeations; as ſure- 
ly itſeemeth he ſhould and would haue ſaid, if there had 
ben then in one Citie many ordinary conſtant Conegre- 
gations. Specially ſeeing he ſaith allo of the ſame fingular 
- Congregation : Jbidem (eff) Cenſura divina : indicatur 
= magnocumpondere, &rc. There are divine Cenſures exerciſed. 
T h: indgement is given with ereat waight, erc. Which ſurely 
was done incvery ſuch conſtant Congregation as before 
-  heſpakeoft. Andyetbut in one ſingular Congregation & 
3  hotin many,norin oneover many conſtantly appointed 
m one Citicat that time, = 
7  Fuſcbun 


E 


- Exfebius Hiſtory ſheweth thatthe Churches ofthe moſt {g, 


200. Yz anne Ayrrn Curry, Gr 


famous Cities were each of them primitiuely no more 
buta Pariſhonly; thatis, but one ordinary conſtant Con- = 
gregation only. As where henameth the Church of Te- a Eufe. ib» By 
ruſalem *the Pariſh of 1eruſalem,ot Epheſus rhe Pariſh of Þ.B- J3j'y. 
pheſus,and ſo of © Alexandria,of 4 Hirrapolis,of © Corinth , of cLib.z.13, 
f Sardis, of 8 Lyons, % divers Churches the ® Pariſhes of Crete. NY ” 
He no where mentioneth many Churches' nor Pariſhes 4 Lib, 3.32 I 
ynder one Biſhop in any Cirie till Iulianus rime in Alex- Ps 2500 
andria, as before we obfcrved. pL 

By Epiphaniusteſtimonie alſo our Aſſertion is maintai- * "gf 
ned. Who ſaith Primitiuely * 7 a ſprall Cogregation a Biſhop » rpipk | 
was ordayned alone without other Prel byters afſiſting «tr. Hawa | 
him. And in ſom places only Preſbyters and Deacons without *** | 
« Biſhop. In other places,that is in great & populous Con. 
gregatios where they had mcete men to be choſen, there they 
| choſe in cach of thema Biſhop with other afliſtant Prel- 
byters. By which Xappeareth conſequently that every- 
wherea Biſhop then was but of one particular Congre- 
gation only whether greater or ſmaller. 

The ſecond part is proved, | 
N Either letany imagine that theſe particular Congre- The pani- | 

gations then wanted their owne Ecclefiaſticall go- ©: Con- 


yernment among themſelves only. It is moſt evident that had their 
they had it & exerciſed it only within themſelues ordina- Qvne 89 
rily. Which is plaine by that of 1ezative writing to one of Eccletiaſti= 
them thus : WotTov £51v UM4T? 5 EXKNWGIX Be5 X ago Tovndat Tov imic ko mov Uuiay. _ 
It is mect for you as being the Church of God to choſe by common Philad. 
eoſent your Biſhop. And to an other particular Church thus, 
* oft iy InKAKeia £7160 m8 T1 MAGA [7 the Church (which is with you at *AdSmym, 
" Smyrna) there is not any thing aboue the Biſhop. He meaneth 
the Biſhop or Paſtor of the particular Congregation is of 

I 3 ogreatcit 
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- greateſt authoritie and aboue any other there whomſoe- 
ver. So thatthey inthat Congregation had all governe- 
ment fimply and ſolely among themſelves. He ſpeaketh 
heere of governing Twariuss Spirittzally, not nouns Ciwiity, 
Forthus the Magiſtrate is Supreme both in and over cack 

Tos Churchandwhatfocyer Church matters, as Mai. Bezare- 

” cx. de Be. ligtoufly and dutifailly * ſpeaketh, 8: weTbefore obleryed. 


com .&Pre- Yea verily thus the Magiſtrat is ſupreme whether he care 
Hank ;7, forthe Church,or care not. Hence therfore we conclude, 
E _ thattheſe particular Churchcs had the ordinary Eccleſia- 
ſticall government of themſelves among themſelves. Ter- 
rullz alſo in the place beforecited ſheweth ſo much, ſpca- 
king of each particular ordinarie Congregation in his 
5 dayes: Ibidem (ei) cenſura divina. Indicatur magno cum pon- 
| Apel.639- derewut apud cerios de Dei conſpetiu. Preſident probati quiqne 
Y Seniores.. Thrre are divine Cenſures. They indge with great 
waight and adviſednes,as being ſure ithatGod ſecth them. The 4p- 
proved Elders are the chiefe,or ds governg theſe Cenſures. Ther- 
forcall particular ordinary Congregations inioyed their 
owne fpirituall goyernement then in thoſe times. There 
, is no ſuſpicion of any reſtraint or abridging of them ther- 
| Ame 269, intil! Djeny/ins the 1 3.Biſhop of Alexaxaria,at the ſooneſt, 
"KM ” bi Thethirdpartis proved, * 
þ Mo Maie- PEſides the teſtimonies beiore alleaged, Ambroſe in plain 
þ ricieot ns © wordestelleth vs this,that primitively * A 3; 9þ was no 
© Priorivicef more but prizes Presbyter, the foremo?t in order among the 
 erderina | IC I'S - BE 
E vrimitire OfNcr Miniſters of the word in the Synods,or wherethere 
Zikzop- yycreother in the fame Congregation with him. There- 
7- foretheBiſhop then differed not inMaioritie of rule from 


-<ap"3 any other Paſtor. And therefore then there was no Dioce- 
» Twm.3. fanChurchvſing governement, nor Dioceſan Biſhop ru- 
lng qther Paſtors and Churches, Much leſſe was there 


ay 


. 200, Yranne Avynn Cnnror, 3 
#ny Dioceſan Lord Biſhop then, Oo 

' Jerome doth likewiſe ; Wherehe faith, * 4 Biſhop and 8. 
& Flder or common Paſtor , by Divine inflitution anal o7 di. M, x — 
nance,are all one. And Maioritieamong them came in bythe Tit. 
euftome of the Charch and Humane diſpoſition. He meaneth | 
Majoritte of Ruling, becauſe he ſtheiverh heere that for-- | 
merly all did rule ©; common. Wherefore by his iudge- «© ;, com 
ment there 1yas notat the firitany Matoritie of rule in a_gremmas = 
Biſhop over Paſtors. Much lefie were thereany Dioceſan r= cnfiie. 
L. Biſhops ruling by their ſole authoritic in thoſe times. 
Som Prioritic in order, we doubt not, was alwayes : Firſt 
Pariſhionall, and then Dioceſan fom good while after, as 
before is ſhewed. Yea the Pariſhionall prioritie of order 
was (ve deny not) conſtant, yea even among Paſtors 
who had otherwiſeall one Office intirely. I fay, this was 
wherethere were divers Miniſters ofthe word in one par- 
ticular Congregation. As we doubt not there were in 
ſom places. Now forthis matter, viz. Biſhops Maioritic 
ingovernementabove Preſbytcrs, and alſo concerning 
Jeromes opinion thereof, it is not amiſſe to obſerve what 
D. Biſſon alſo hath taught and avouched. In his * Firſt » agana 
Bookec he ſayeth, It was not by the in#itution of Chrift, nor the Semana, 
his Apoſtles, but long after by the conſent of the Churches, the Tis, 
Cuitom of the tymes, and the will of Princes . Where alſo he 

ſheweth that this was leromes iudgementlikewiſe.. How-: 
ſoever ſince (I can not tell how,nor why) D.Bifontchan- + Perper. 

ET $a as Cf $Ov.Pag, 

ged much his minde heerein: and yet with no more dif- $9955: 
Crepance from himſcltethen from the trueth,and from al- 238. 
moſt all learned men belide both ancient and later: 

* Further, this realon prooveth the preſent whole Aſſer- 
tion. . If the word ixaxuiz ved religiouſly for a Church ,, 9- 
Viſible with order and governement, do and es tO >. 
;Cepc 
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No Drocnran B.Buyorn L 
keepe in all good Authors a iuſt proportion anſiverable 
to the Civill and Originall vſe thereof, then it muſt needs 


be in proper ſignification a particular Cogregation only, 


' For Originally and Civilly in all Grecke Authors imducia 


ſignifieth one particular Aſſembly in one place only,as an 
Aſſembly of the people at 4thexs,in Fpheſus,in Corimh, &s 


| being com togeather in their publike 1udgement-place. 
 Whichis evident by the writinges of Plato, Demoithene,, 


Iſocrates,Xenophon,g&rc. Yeain the * Actes of the Apoſtles 
wedo finde it likewiſe ſo vied. 

Bnt the Apoſtles and other Eccleſiaſticall writers for 
200. yeares after Chriſt vſing this worde for a Viſtble 
Church with order and governement do ſpeak properly, 
and ſo ought to keepe a iult proportion in it anſwerable to. 
the Civill and originall vie thereof: This ſentence is vn- 
doubtedly true and vndenyable. Itany think he can ſhevy 
to the con:1.:rie, let it beſhewed. 

 Thereore the Apoſtles and other Ecclefiaſticall Wri- 
ters, for 200. yeares ſpace aftcr Chriſt viing this word for 
a Viſth.. Church with order and governement, do figni- 
fie by it a particular Congregition only. Anditno where 
ſignifieth in thema Dioceſan Church,&c. 

Where note that the ſtrength of this reaſon ftandeth 
wholy in the proper taking and vſing of this word tua.ie 
a Church, The Adverſaries error hath adyantage by the 
improper and ambiguous vie of it : which is Sophiiticall. 
Yeaif you will, their ſenſe is a <falſe ſenſe of it; wherein 
yctit is often yſed in Writers and in common ſpeach for 
want of due regard. By which meancs alſo ſundry other 
errors have crept in heeretofore & much prevayled, even 
by miffyaderſtanding of certayne wordes. As we may ſee 

L!1 


s = 


200. Yzaxns Arr 65 -- 
a1} acer ovig, eds, trſwner, ABALIC, 010KeMOS : and in Latin Meritum, Equivocalt 
Penitentia,Crux, Sacramentum, 7. | "A 
Out of all thoſe Teſtimonies before alleadged, this ge- 
nerall reaſon may be concluded. No Dioceſan Church ,, 1@S 
or Biſhop was knowen or once heard of in the world, till ,, 
many diſtin& ordinary Congregations began to be ap- » 
pointed in one Citie, - 
But there was no Multiplication nor diſtin&tion of ma- ,, 
ny ordinarie and conſtant Congregations in a Citie, till ,, 
about 200.yearcs after Chriſt. Som coiecture,it was long , 
after this. No man fheweth that it was before this. The 
truth in deed heercof, that for this while gencrally in each . 
Citie there was but one ordinary conſtant Congregation 
of Chriſtians, hath ben lonely ſhewed in the Proofes 
of this 2. Aſſertion before going. = 
Thercfore till about 200. yeares after Chriſt there was ,; 
no manner of Dioceſan Church or Biſhop knowen, nor ,, 
onceheard of in all the Chriſtian world. No not the Dio- ,, 
celan Titular Biſhop : much leſſe any Dioceſan ruling ., 
Biſhop. oe _- 
Where yet we deny not but that one particylar Con- 
grcgation or Church rw populous might occationally as before 
and vncertainly in the time of perſecution for their ſafetie we noted 
ſake aſſemble in divers ſmaller Meetings. As alfo they did I 
we doubt not, many times within the {pace of theſe 200. 
yeares after Chriſt. Howbeit yet theſe ſmaller Mectings 
were not ſo many Churches properly: becauſe they were 
not ordinary ſett Companies, nor conſtantly diſtinct So- 
cictics, as Churches ought to be, and as our Pariſhes now 
are. Thoſe diyers Occaſionall and yncertaine meetings 
made but one Church and ordinary Congregation, yea A&.6,t 
though the whole nomber were too populous for one 
_ atual 


68 No Droenvan B. Brronmg 
aQuall Aſſembly ordinarily. It is trite in ſuch caſe they 
- ought to diſtinguiſh and diſtribut themſelves into divers 
competentſet A ur he which ſhould be ſo many 
properand intire Churches. But when they are (as they 
werein thoſe primitive times) wy in great perill of cru- 
ell perſecution, they may with reaſon remaine ſomwhile 
vndiſtinguiſhed, & not ſo diſtribute themſclyes,vhichin 
time of peace and fafetie they always ought todo, Wher- 
in now fom Reformed Churches beyond Seas do feeme 
to offend. [8 
Ifany fay the troubleſomnes of thoſe times or the yong 
ageof the Churches who were not yet growen vp to per- 
feion, cauſed that there were no Dioceſan Churches 
with governement nor Dioccſan ruling Biſhops then. 
And we take advantage of the ſpecial ſtate of thoietimes, 
vrging itto our purpoſe generally. : 
 Tanfwer, we vrge from theſtate and order of the Apo- 
ſtolke primitive Churches nothing but whar is generall 
inthem, and ought to be perpetual with vs. So that nei- 
therthe troubleſomnes Sthoſe times, northeyoung age 
of the Churches then do give vs our advantage. Fornot- 
withſtanding theſe ſpeciall Circumſtances the Viſible 
Churches viins gouernement and the Biſhops then, 
might have ben very well Dioceſan and Provincial, if 
Chriſt had ſo inſtituted and the Apoſtles had ſo framed 
and leftthem, Nothing in the world hindereth but they 
might eaſily have ben fuch even in thoſe rimes. But the 
world knew none ſuch then, as I have ſaid. And it is im- 
pietie to ſay Chriſtes Churches were vnpertect then, as 
touching their Viſible forme & conſtitution, their Mini- 
ſtery,and the whole lawfull order of worſhipping God in 
them, Orthat the times fince have made them more per- 
a teat 


200, Yrakins Arrun Cununrevy. #7 
fed then they were as the Apoſtles left them. Wherefore 
tliis advantage do we ſtandypon,andthis do we vrge,viz. 
the ſame patterne and forme of Viſible Churches viing 
governement that was then vniverfally praciſed & recea- 
yed immediatly fromChriſt and the Apoſtles;which was 
Pariſhionalinot Dicceſan,as hath ben declared. 


The 3. Aﬀertton., 


T he Scriptures of the New Tefament do containe & ſet forth 
unto vs (beſides the governement by Extraordinarie Offi. 
ces, Apo#itles Prophets Ewanzeliftes ) an ordinarie forme 
of Church-governcment wſed then. 


Fin the New Teſtament one kinde of a VitibleChurch » ?- 
a See be- 
fore: Aﬀesn i 
tion 2,Re& | 


viing governement and noorher is to be found, alſo if > 
ſpeciall diſtinct ordinarie Ofhces for Church-governe. » 
ment, and ſpzciall Actions therevnto belonging, be ſett » 
downe therein, then the Scripture contaynetha ſpeciall 3» 
forme of Church-government which was ordinarythen. »» 
But in the New Teſtament * One kinde of a Viſible 33 


ſtin& ordinaric Offices for Church-governement are ſet ,, 
downe therein, as Pariſhionall Þ 3;ſhops or Pa#ors,and an , 
other ſort of (not Lay but Eccleſtaſticall) © Z/ders,who by ,, 
their Ordinary office were only to aſſiſt in governement. z, 
Third: the ſpecial Actions belonging to Church-govern- ,, 
ment arealſo.ſet downe inthe Scripture; as Elon of Mi- ,, 


k 2 


b Tit t. 5,9 


Church viing governement (namely a particular ordina- z, 


ie Congregation) and no other is found : alſoſpeciall di- ,, A&14-2g 
C1. 


Adde the ancient Writers: Ignat. Epiſt.ad Trall. Tarf, & Smyr. Tertull. Apol.c. 
Baptiſme. Ambria 1. Tim,s& in 1,Cor,12,28, Icrom-in Iſa.3.Augutt.Epiſt,t37, | 


Reafo 


ſon. ' 
1 Tim. 3 | 
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niſters, Fxcommunication of ſpiritualloffendots, &c. 
Thetfore the Scripture of the/Neww Teſtament cotayneth 
aſpeciall forme-of Church-governement ordinary then. 


** - Whereitisto benoted, that-in- thoſe firſt times there 


werealſo thoſe other Officers in the Churches : _Aposties 
Evangelites and Prophetes.But they had Calling and gittes 
immediatly from God;the others Calling was alwayes by 


- men. They abode not in'one'Church, as the other did, 


Theirgovernmentand vſe was not perpetuall but tempo- 
rary and extraorditarte. They therefore hindered not the 
other, neither can they now hinder: The rather {ith they 
do not now remaine,burare cealed. = 

Alſo, thoſe Pariſhionath Biſhops and thoſe other Elders 


aſhſtingin governmenit,diddifter in thcir Ordinary office. 


_ Yeathough they both did ſomtimes Preach,8c: yet thus 
_ they differed notwithſtanding. But a Pariſhionall Biſhop 


or Paſtor cannot differ in his ordinary oftice of Preaching, 
&c.froman Elder who is alſo by ordinary office a Prea- 
cher,8&c. Therefore he js heerean other Church Elder, 
viz.by ordinary office no Preacher, but only a helper in 
governement, who in thoſe torenoted places is ſpoken of, 
and differeth in his ordinary office plainly trom every Bi- 


ſhop orPaſtor. 


- Yetſomobie@ychemently, thatall Elders in the Pri. 
mitive Churches who afliſted the Bithop in government, 


- werevery Paſtors : ſeeing they had power to preach the 


word,8&c. And that thoſe mentioned-namely in Ignatius 
and Tertvll;an,betorealleaged,were only ſuch. And there- 
fore then there werenoneſuch only governing Elders at 
all.as we conceave. 

I anſwer, That they differed even then in their ordina- 
ricoficefrom Paſtors itis cleere and queſtionles(not only 


s wy © >" * _ 
+ y. Up "4. 


IN THE SCRIPT/YRES. 09 
in thoſe fore-alleaged places of Scripture, but alſo) in the 
forefaid ancient writers /enatrns,and Tertullan;&c.Yet for 
more evidence to this point which ſom labour mightily 
to obſcurcand darken, I afhrme that Preaching and Inter- | 
preting Gods word 1s of 3.{ortes in the Scripture, and fo it ge 
was vicd in the firſt Churches after. r. Weread of Prea ©, 
ching which was by *ordinary office. This, we ſay, the * Rem. 16. 
Paſtors & Teachers only did perform. 2. That which was "+'5* } 
for exerciſe and for trayning vp,for the making of fomapt .., &%. 4 | 
_ andable forthe Miniſterie of the word, yea and for atur- 29. | 
ther increaſe of giftes even in the Miniſteric themſelves. ! ©2518 


: | 2 30. 
This was the exerciſe of Propheſtie or Interpretatio,as the | 
« Scripture calleth it. Wherein were receaved ſom * Lay *?' C2r-14 Bj 


men, namely by the Churches order . And then fo like- "—" "mo 


wiſe might the Deacons, & Elders allo fomtimes Preach, 

though they were no Preachers by office. Nevertheleſſe 

yet weacknowledge the Preachers were and ought to be 

the chiete heerein. But the3:ſort of Preaching ismoſt of _ 

all heere to be marked. Third. vpon occaſion (in Chur 3: 
ches without order and ſcattered, and alſo vnto perlons 

who were not yet gathered to any Church) there was 
Preaching which was generall and common for *all true ,,,.,. 
Chriſtians lively Members of Chriſt, indued with giftes 19. 

of knowledge & ſound indgement in Religion. In which 
ſenſe Ambroſe is to be vnderftood, where he ſaith that in poo 
the firſt times cvery Chriſtian preached the worde. Net- 
theris itnowa fault buta ſingular vertue for godly Houlc- 
holders to inſtructin the word of God their owne chil- 

dren and ſervantes. Howbeit in Churches orderly gover- 
nedand ſetled, no privat Chriſtian may preſume, neither 

did any then preſume publikely to preach or interpret the _« , 
word, except forſom Fecall reaſon he were ſpecially ap- 
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pointed fo todo by the lawful Governors of the Church, 


__  Andſodid fompreach publikely, yea in the very Chur- 
_ ches after the Apoſtles, being even but Lay menas /gnars- 
#5and Teriutan dowitnes in the forclaid places . Where 
they ſhaw, that alſo theDeacons did and might preach af 

ter this maner. Andalfo that the Elders which were ord 
- narie Aſfiſtantes in governement, did and might preach 


thus likewiſe. I ſay ſtill.after this 3.manner; that is like as 


 thevery Lay men did, and as the Deacons did, that is not 


by their ordinary office, but by the Paſtors and Biſhops 
ſpeciall appointment to them all. Wherefore this proveth 


- not the Elders there ſpokenof to be Preachers by Office: 
- nayitproveth plainly the contraric,thatby their ordinary 


office they were not Preachers, but only governing El. 

ders. Andthis is the purpoſe that we alleage them for. 
Finally we may obſerve that ſom ſhadow of them ſee- 

meth ſtill ro __ though greatly corrupted, in the 


 ChurchWardens of our Pariſhes. Yea fom ſuch depravatio 


and degeneration in them was begun (we doubt not) in 
Ambroſe, lerome,and Autimes time : although yet the an- 
cient trueth appeareth well cnough thereby notwithſtatt 


ding. | 
COYKCSEIIDERNREDSORDISSIECCARIEOS 
The 4. Afertion. 


The ordinary forme of Charch governemcnt ſet foorth unts 
ws inthe New Teftament. »ght tobe kept ſiill by vs : it ts 
 motchangeable by men,and therefore it only is lawfull, 


Tr the ordinary forme of Church-governement aps 
-| pointed by Godin hisword, was never ſince _ 
C 


” > "FR > 5h, I = * 
2 « f 0 - n 
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THE SCRIPTY RE, PERPETY AEB, or 
led by himſelfe,then * the ſame remayneth ſtill appointed ,, « ar.23 
for vs; itis ſtill neceſſary,and isnot changeable by men, ,, 22, _. 

+ Butthe ordinary forme of Church-goyernement ap- ,, is, | 
pointed by God in his word,and ſpecified before in our 3. ,, PE 
 Aﬀertis,was never ſince repealed nor chiged by himſclF.-, 
Therfore the ſame remaineth ſtill appointed by God for ,, 
vs, it is now ſtil neceſlarie, & is not chageableby any men. ,, 


. Tfevery lawfull Viſible Church viing governement, 8 >» | 
o Soy >> 2 Reaſon 
alſo ifevery lawtull Church-Office, and Adtion,ought to» | 
be particularly allow&d by God in his word, then the or-:3» 
dinaric forme of Church-governement ſet forth vnto vs 3 
inthe new Teſtament, is neceſſary for vs now ſtill, itis vn. »» 
_ Changcableand only lawfull. 2 2 
But every lawfull Viſible Church viing governement,'» ., anus 


and alſo every lawfull Church Office, and Action *ought 5» r:Reaton, f 


to be particularly (as touching the kinde thereof)allowed » 1ye-3;t 
in Gods worde, | ws: 246 


; . ; | : Cor.12, | | 
Therefore the Ordinarie forme of Church-governe-5 < 34. * | 


mentſet downevnto vs in the New Teſtament,is neceſſa-'» Ephe. 4. 


11,112,123, 


rie for vs now till, it is vnchangeable and only lawtull. 3 Tim2;5 
| loh,t0.4. ff 
 Heereynto (fora concluſion) let vs adde certaine lear- [ 


ned mens very cleere Teſtimonies, which perſons yetare 
no way partiall for vs. Doctor Bilſon (who is now Lord Bj- - 
ſhop of Wincheſter) ſaith thus : Ye mnt not frame what ©D- Bilſon ' 
kinde of Regiment we lift for the Minifters of Chriftes Church, "75.5 Þ 
but rather obſerve and marke what maner of externall governe- þ 
ment the Lord hath be#t liked and allowed in his Church cver 
fromthe beernning. And, * 1t is certaine we muit not chooſe out 
the corruptions of time nor twventions of men,but aſcend t0the- 
or4ginall ordinance of God, and thence arrive our platforme of _ 
Charch-governement, To do otherwile, is To tranſereſſe the 
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gommandement of God for the traditions of puen. *The Apoles 
had their mouthes and p:nnes direited and guyded by the Holy 
Ghoit into all truth foal of dofirinc as Diſcipline. The Apo- 
ſtles © ſe an order amongit Chriftians inall things needfull for 
the governement. continuance, peace, and vnitie af the Church. 
* What authoritie had others after the Apoiiles deathes to change 
the Apoitolike governement ? t They that hav: authority in t5e 
Church muſt looke not only what they challenze but alſo fro whons 
they derive it- 1f from the Apoſtles, then are they their Succeſſors: 
If from Chriſt as colleagues ioyned with the Apoſtles, we? muſt find 
that conſociation in the Goſpell, before we cleere them from mniru- 
ſton. No man ſhould take this honor unto himſelfe but he that is 
ealled of God as the Apoſil:s were, If they be called by Chriſt, zead 
their aſsignation from Chriſt : if they FA not, ſurceaſe that pre- 
ſumption. * If the name [of Diocclan Biſhop] were new and 
lately inventea by m:n,the loſſe thereof were not great: yea retay- 
ning the name they muſt be knowen to be of men and not of God. 
Heerevnto accordeth D. Sutclffe in his booke intituled 0. 
E.againſt N.D. where he refuting the calling of the Teſu- 
ltes,faith thus:.** 17 zs not enough to ſay that they have a rule and 
learning , and live orderly - but they wuſl. have their Office and 
oalling allowed by Chriſt leſus, if they meant to take wpon ther 
zhe of fice of Paſtors Teachers and Governors in Chriſtes Church. 
Wherefore ether let them ſhew themſelves to have a lawfull cal- 
line, or let them not thinke mach to be thruſt out as intruders. 
We doe not find either in the Epiſtle tothe Epheſians,chap 4.07 the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, chapt. 12. any ſach extravagant 
Friars. Thus do both theſe learned men(and ourno great 
friends) maintaine with vs ſingularly The Scriptures = 
#10n even in theſe outward Eccleſiaſtical ryatters. Yea fur- 
ther conſidering the Scriptures phraſe & maner of ſpeach 
perpetually ſ1gnitying that there is not only One _ 
Church 


CHE SCRIPTY RE, PERPETY ALB, p73. 
Church of Chriſt properly, but Many in number in the 
world. noronly one ina Nation or Province, but many, 
a5 before * we havedeclared : therefore one of theſe (viz. *rag.ut | 
the B.of Wint.) is to be well obſerved how he avoucheth ** F 
the holy Scriptures perfeRion allo even tor the phraſe and 
mancr of ſpeach, and how vnlawtfulla thing he holdeth it 
to beto vic any | nerv wordes (for religious matters)other , ,,,,u. 
the the very Scripture victh, Thus generally heaffirmeth, viss. 
though he applicth it to another point the nov we ſpeak 
of. Saith he ©<1V/hat I reade inthe word of God that I beleeve, « The full 
what 1 donot reade that I do not belceve. In Gods cauſes we may - —_— 
| | 7 
not eaſily leave Gods wordes, and with a new kinde of ſpeach make 8cc.Pag.q1 
way for a new kind of faith. We mu#t learne from God what to be- 
leeve , & not by corretting or inverting his words teach him how 
88 ſpeake. This rcitg ous [triftnes even touching the words 
. of Scripture,is indeed(I graunt)to be held religtouſly and 
perperually,vnderſtanding the words to be ſuch as cither 
the Scripture it {clic victh, or may by neceſfaric conſe- 
quence be proved and allowed trom the very Scripture. 
Butnow now vauſtly are we vied by them, yea how 
enchriſtianly, when toward vs they will ſtand to nothing 
of ail this : and yet (for{ooth) all muſt go ſtill on their 
fide. The very Papitcs do ſecand acknowledge this that 
tay;viz. both that theſe grounds of the Scriptures ablo- 
lut pertection in all Ecclciiaſticall matters (whereon we ,,, 
exactly do ſtand) are the true and right principles of the true Prove- | 
 Proteitants Religion, & allo that the Dioceſan L. Biſhops, ©92% | 
do, and muſt needes turne away trom thele principles, & 
deny them when they deale with vs:and muſtioyn plain- 
lie with the Catholikes in their anfvers,if they will main- 
taince themſelves. Thus ſay they, when one obiected that » werwes 
* The Puritans ( as they falſely and maliciouſlic call vs) f2e7oram 
| þ 4 would 
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would certainly be extinguiſhed if the Dueene ſhould live ary 
- mornbey of yeares. Tſh {aith an other, yo! are deceaved. Nay 
bh much more poſcible and likely it is, that the Puritan ſhall over. 
com the Proteitant, then the contrarie. For that the Puritan 
buildeth direflly wpon the Proteitants firit gronnds in Religion, 
and deduceth thereof cleerely and by ordinary _— all his 
concluſions. Which the Proteitant can not deny by Divinity but 
*The Ca- ozly by Policie and humane ordination, or by ttrning ©to Caths- 
| _y a bke anſwers contrary to their owne principles. And it is hard for 
tion An. any man ſicercly to be a Proteſtant bat that he will eaſily paſſe 
2604 hath | 
| thelike, 4!ſo 07 (-2ore or leſſe) to vea Puritan, And only they in effect will 
| $88+*7» be azainit them, who are intereſſed in the other {de ( as Archbt- 
Y ſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, Canons, Notaries, Regiiters, Civill 
Lawyers,and the liks) for not leeſing their Commodities, &&c. 
This do the very Papiſtcs diſcerne and contef]e . Where- 
withallthey prophetic alfo (as itwere) if the Proteſtants 
Religion be not rooted our, that the Puritanes profeſſion 
will finally prevaile both againſt the common Proteſtants 
and the Catholiks alſo. Which ſom with vs much fearing 
and vngractouſly ſtriving againſt, when they could not 
| ®$cottizing endure * ozr hope of one Darius comming to build vp the 
Tn for Di. Temple of God among vs, thcy made it no leſſe then a 
| aptine, pz+ Treaſonable mind invs when we could not conceale in 
3%  deedi{uchahopethatwehad long agoe of this Princes af- 
ter-comming. Wheretorealſo they maintayned Semina- 
ric Prieſtes (very Traitors in deed) publikly to taxe this 
our moſt Chriſtian & Noble Darins (whom God hath of 
his ſingular mercy now ſent vnto vs) as a Puritan King, 
laying : © The Puritans have Princes none at all ( wnleſſe it be 
xe) ontheir ſide. Their malice was thus mooved, becauſe 
they were not ignorit of the Kings moſt holy & religious 
Confeſsion of his faith made long ſince and publiſhed tothe 
view 


4 


of 
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view of the world, as no other Kinge in Chriſtendom 
hath don, and altogeather agreeable to our Profeflion. 

Where * he dete5leth all Rites, Signes, and Traditions brought” 

mo the Church without or againit the wordof God . Promiſing * Corfet 
nd ſwearing by the great Name of our Lord to continue in the 0- ——_ 
bearence of the dottrine and diſcipline of the Charch (that is in Anne1580s 
Scotland) and ſhall defend the ſame according to his vocations 

and power all th: dyes of his life, Which allo of late againe - 

he hath in cffe& renued and confirmed : and that even 

then when there was doubt hovy his future ſubiccts in En- 

gland would entertaine his comming . Thus lately wrt- 

tcth our worthy & gracious King admonithing his Sonne 
thenoble Prince © The dorine and diſcipline preſirve im pu- " NO | 
ritie according to Gods word. Þ The whole Scripture is aned ” Pag.43. | 
Gods Spirit, thereby ,as by his lively word to initrutt and rule the | "3 
whole Church - Militant to the end of the world. * T he firſt part *Pag. 6, 
of mans ſervice to h1s God wiich is Religion, that is the worjhip 

of God according to his revealed will, it is wholy grounded vpou 

the Scripture. © Frame all your affections to follow preciſely the , EE 
rule there ſet downe. *By S:perſtution I meane when one reſtraines' « p _ _ 's 
himclfe to any other rulc in the ſervice of God then is warranted j 
by the word the only truc ſquare of Gods ſervice. The forme c- 
ſtabliſhed in Scotland is © the only true forme of Gods wor- *To the || 
ſhip. Which we vnderſtand as ſpoken in this reſped that _ we gee | 
they profeſſe to renounce all humane Traditions therein. | 
Forthcſe thinges have thoſe evill Beaſtes malicioully re- 
proched his Maieſtic, as if this were worthy ot no better 
name then a Puritan opinion. Indeed for this only opint- 
on thus they have,and do ſtill revilevs . But we commit 
the iudgement heereof to the Lord. Wherefore final 
lie let vs obſerve heere (in regard of the premiſles) that 


godly, wiſc,and neccſlarie counſeltof hy Martyr,a _ 
2 


Epit. ad 
Dam,Polo, 


Ingland 
elcribed, 
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:Martze Of worthy memory. Saith he, * Conſ#lo preterea vt Diſcs 


plinam quanto ocyus fieri poterit in weitras Eccleſias onnin 1%. 
wvehatis,efc. 1 counſaill you moreover that as ſoone as poſeible_ 


; may be, you bring inthe Diſcipline my into your Churches, For 


if t be not receaved at the beginning when men are whot in love 
with the Goſpel, it will not be eaſi!y kett in afterward when ſons 
coldies ſhall creepein, as vſually it commeth to paſſe. And how 
wvainely men labour without it, very many Churches may be an 
example unto you - which from the foundations of their refloring 
whey they would 6 undergo ſo healthfull a yoke, they could ne- 

wer after in their life and maners be brouzht into order by any 
rule, Whence it is (with eriefl ſpeake it) that all thinges almost 
have little firmenes and do threaten ruine oz every ſide . There- 


fore it 15 a grievous dammage, and a certayiie deſtruction of the 


Churches, if the ſinew of diſcipline be wanting vnto th:m , Net- 
ther may they be ſaid truly and ſoundly to have and profeſſe the 
Goſpell which either want the Diſciplize, or deſpiſe 1t, or have no 
aeſrre of it. Surely ſeeing it is delivered vs with ſo great dilizence 
in the Goſpells and Apoſtles Epiſtles, we muſt confeſſe it to be not 
the leaſt part of Chriftian Religion . Whereby it commeth to paſſe 


. that the Goſpell ſeemeth to be neglected by them, who do put away 


fromthe ſo excellent a part thereof: ere. Thus ſay thele lear- 


ned men. 


Howbeit yet our Adverſaries do & vill accuſe vs that 
weare Schiſmatikes and Seditions in refuſing the Dioceſan 
Biſhops authoritie and rule Ecclcfiaſticall, which is pu- 
blikely receaved. | 
But we anſwer; It is no ſedition nor diſloyaltic atall,ir is 


 Nomiſ behaviour againſt the King, dutifully tro endevour 


that thoſe partes of Chriſtes Goſpell, which yet are wan- 
ting, ſhould be entertayned among vs; that Chriſtes true 


 Vilible Churches ſhould be acknowledged and regarded - 
'H a 
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as by Gods word they ouzht ro be, & that in the Chritts 
owne ſpirituall ordinances (and none other) ſhould be e- 
ſtabliſhed . Nay, it were difloyaltie againſt the King and 
his eſtate to. cndevour otherwiſe. Againe touching 
Schiſme, 1. We aihrme(wirh the Canoniſtes)} Non ſeparatzo 
ſed cauſa facit Schiſmaticum + Not ſeparation, but the cauſe ma- 
keth a Schiſmatike. Wheicfore it behoveth all wife men to 
ſee where the cauſe is. 2. Then we aftirme & proove that 
ur adyerſaries themſelves do cauſe or make the Schiſme, 
which in deed is amongit vs, For the Apoſtle fatth, They _ 
make Scitiines who teach [anything Eccleſiaſticall ] *be- » nas ud 
ae the doctrine which the Apoſtles lett vs, & they ought 
to beavoyded. Now our Adyerfaries do teach and vige 17. 
all their forenoted Traditions moſt cvidently ze/rdes the 
Apoſtles doctrine and ordinances. Yea verily contrary v- 
to them,as betore we have ſhewed. Whereby tt is mani- 
feſt who arc in deed the Schiſmaticks, and to be reſulcd. 
To which purpoſe al/o0 Cyprian witnefleth, ſaying : © Non « cnr.qe 
Eccleſie innaitur qui ab Evaneclio ſeparater * He that differeth 1.5: %. 
from the Goſpel iozneth not to the Church : but ſchiſme1th from 
it. And Angnitm,T Virum Schiſmatici nos ſumus an vos,nec, . | 
eco nec tu ſed Chriitns interrogetur, Ut indicet Eccl:ſiam ſuam. ery ts ; | 
Lege ereo Fuanz:linm & rcſpondet tibi,erc. Whether we or you j 
be Schiſpratickes aske not me,nor your ſelves,but aske Chri#t thas 
he may ſhew his owne Charch. Read the Goſpell therefore and it 
anſwereth thee, c>c. Againe, * 1bi queramns Ecileſiam, thi di- « ny, vous, 
ſentinmns cauſam noitram. Nolo humans documentis ſed divi- Eccle cap.3 
nis oraculis ſanilam Eccleſiam demonſtrari. © Eccleſian ſme « com, 
ollt ambiruitate ſanta ſcriptura demonſtrat. There [1nthe Crelcon- 
New Teitament7ler v's ſceke the Church: T here (ct 4/5 exanmrine Cota 
our cauſe. 1 cannot abid: that the. haly Church ſhould be ſhewed 
by mens dotrincs,but by the Divine Oracles.T be holy $ _—_ 
_—_  —- F 


=_— # - 
ryfol:. do demorfirat the Church without any doubt. * Eccleſia cegns- 
| perfet ſcitur tantummod 0 per Scripturas. Onely by the $ criptiures 15 ihe 
- _ Church knowen. And another ſaith : T Manifei14 T/ avecs 
 entei.fid. 4 Fide, & Superbie crimen att reprobave guid ex js que ſor1/1a 
ſant, aut aliquid ſuperinducere ex non ſcriptis . It is a manifeit 
falling away-from the faith,es a ſinre of pride either to refuſe any 
. thing of thatwhich is written, or to brine in any thing beſcacs 
+ Cypr.epi. that which is written. Againe Cyprian faith, * No ether thing 
| *'3*  oughttobedon of vs then that which our Lord for vs hath dou 
- SEpiſt.1.7 before vs. © Whoſoever gathereth from any other ground, he 
t ſcattereth. It is adulterons, it ts impous gt is ſacrilegious what ſoe- 
ver it be, which mad men do inſtitute w10lating thercby the Di- 
| 44d PomP. 1 ;ne ordinance. And againe, Þ Ynae eſt if. 7 rad:tio? Wher.ce 
2  commeth this Tradion,({peaking namely of an outward Ec- 
cleſiafticall cuſtom) Whether ts it from the Lords authorttte is 
the Goſpells,or from the Apoſlles preceptes and Epiſtles : Where 
his meaning in brief is,that every ſuch ( that is Ecclefiaſti- 
call)Vnyritten Tradition whatſocver,ought to be vtterly 
reiected, 

Thele Reaſons T had, Chriſtian Reader, which long 
{inceper{waded mein this cauſe. Wherfore I was moved 
in conſcience to communicate them to Gods people now 
in this ſeaſonable and neceſlary time. Conſidering that 
theſe things are farre from matters indifferent or arbitra- 
rie, butare in deed very greatly importing the common 
lalvation. Beſides we have ben otten & vehemently pro- 
voked therevnto. And the preſent opportunitie cxacteth 

 Itatour handes,asall mendo vnderſtand. To God only 


wiſe be praiſe through Ieſus Chriſt for ever, Rew.16.27. 


- 


Vid Und, cor VNUM, 


Ahhh Hehe cholbchck 


AN E XITOR TATION. 


To all the godly, learned,and Riehfull 


Paſtors of the ſeverall Churches in England, 


Hexxy Ilacos Miniſterof Gods word; Wt- 
ſheth grace and peace to be multiphed in 


CuRrisrtlEtsyvs. 


JR = rH xx x,my hearts deftre & prayer 
8: to God tor the: People of England is 
> thatthey may be ſaved. And this YOu 
know well,can not be attained ordina- 
ily with comfortable & firmeaſſurance 
== Gods Promiſcs vnto vs, but by the 
duc exccutto of the whole & entire Paſtorall office ſandti- 
fied and ſetby Chriſt himſelfin his Churches to this pur- 
poſe, For whict cauſe I have ben ſpecial! ly at this time 
moved with inward compaſhon towards our whole Na- 
tio1; whercin through Gods mercitull goodnes the Go- 
ſpcll hath ben famoutly profeſſed now theſe 50. yeares al- 
moſt wholy togcather . And yet notwithſtanding never 
all this while have any of you (the Paſtors of our Chur- 
ches) executed your wholeand intire tunfion towardes 
your flockes. Being by all meanes forbidden and forcibly 
kept from one naturall part thereof, and moſt effettuall, 
which Chriſt in his word prefcribeth & hath leit for you 


and for all true Paſtors to performe. Namely the holy 


Governement and ſpiritual Diſcipline; as by the 2. 4. & 7. 
Reaſons in the firſt Afertion before hath appeared. 
Whence manifeſtly it is com to paſſe, that 3.vnſpeakeable 
evills do raigne among vs. Firſt a general! impeachment 


& wracke of the ſoulcs health of the People oy ery where 
through- 


'Lo 
throughout the Land, by wanting this Ordinarie meanes 
appointed of God for ſalvation to every man. Secondly, 
an iniurious ſpoyling of all you (beloved Brethren) the 
true and proper Paſtors in England of a principall part of 
your holy tunction and ſpirituall right. Third: no ſmall 
diminution of the honour of Chriſt and of his heavenly 
word. Touching the firſt I donot fay(as ſom ſceme to do) 
that ſimply there 1sno ſalvation in our Chrches, nor true 
Chriſtianitie at all. But this T ſay, indeed Chriſt gractou{- 
ly and apparantly doth impart ſalvation to many among 
ys; Howbcit that cometh not by our intoying the whole 
ordinaric meanes aſſigned of God for vs, which we hane 
not: but (as it were) by the one halfe thereof only, that is 
by the Preachingand Sacraments, which x his ſpectall 
mercy we haue and dointoy. In which cate whoſoever 

preſumeth of Gods loue, and afſureth himſclte of blefled- 
nes with quiet contentment without longing for and 
| ſecking further to walke inthe perfe& way, now that it is 
diſcovered, peradventurc he may deceaue himſelfe. Cer- 
tainly many thouſands among vs do thus very common- 
ly make ſhipwrack. The rather {ceing even that alſo which 
we haueſoundin our Land, is mixed and mingled ywith 
many other inventions and Traditions of men. And thoſe 
(though they ſay they are indifferent things, yetthey) are 
not indifferently vied, but neccſſarily vrged by authoritie | 

_- __ &impoledvponvs. Which ſurely are to none any helps 

 ynto life: but vnto many (if not to all) are dangerous 
ſnares vnto death. And this is all the good that comes b 

2 them. Theſecondevillis the iniurious ſpoyling of all the 

true Paſtors in Englandof their moſt precious right, the 

Crowne of their Miniſtery, the fpirituall governing and 

_ @6xdering of their owne flocks for whole ſoules we bony 

b | und 


), 


| Ir 
Bound to anfiver before God. O my Brethren, whatare 
all your worldly benefites befides to this lofſe * Whatare 


your dignities to this indignitie £ Orelſcare you not the 


menyouare taken to bee 2 Are you not rightly and truly 
Paſtors to your ſeverall lockes? Are you the Dioceſan Bt- 
ſhops Curates, and Subſtitutes only © Have Þ how not pro- 
perly the charge of ſoulcs, and ſhall you anſwer to God 
nothing for the ſtraying 8 leeſing of your ſheepe 7 It you 
thinke lo, let the world vnderſtand this matter. If other- 
wiſe, looke to your charge, fulfill your miniſtery which 
you haye receaved of the Lord. Or els conſider how you 
can bein ſuch an office, andyet not do the office; not in- 
tend todo it. The things which God hath conioyned, 
who may ſeparate © The Lord for the faving of his chil- 
dren needeth no mans ſinne, which you heere commitin 
thus violating his Ordinance. Yea he will ſave his by his 
owne meanes, and not as ve thinke he will. Heaven and 
Earth may periſh, but onc Tot or title of his ſpirituall Or- 
- dinances may not periſh,nor be changed by men.Itis not 

in men hherkvee nor Angels to diſpenſe with you hecrein, 
nor to diſcharge you ofa part of your holy office. Much 
lefle may lay Chancelors or ſtrange Paſtors take into their 
hands the ſpirituall cenſurcs (which belong vnto you) 
both over your flockes and over your {clyes alſo. The laſt, 
but not the leaſt evill is, the manefeſt diminutio of Chriſts 
honour amonegſt vs thereby. For whatſoever ſufficiency 


is yeelded vnto men to inſtitute and command theſe Ec- 


cleſtaſticall ordinances, that is vniuſtly detracted from the 
properand ſole perſon of Chriſt and from his Word,as in 
the 1. 8&8. Reaſons before weſhewed. Theſe things then 
are farr from indifferent matters or ſmall trifles in the 
Churches,as ſom fond men ſuggeſt,and _ reiterate = 
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| doſceinthis Treatiſe (I hope)how direRly contrary they 
areto Gods word, how preiudiciall and diſhonorable ta 
your holy calling, & likewiſe how pernicious to the ſoules 
of all the Chriſtians in the Land. Which alſo very expe- 
rienceſheweth vs too much. For how do Libertines and 
Atheiſts grow by this meanes* How doth Poperic and 
other Herefies ſpread abroad & gett footing by it? There 
is no other ſuch reaſon truly to be given of theſc evills, as 
this., even becauſe the Churches are deprived among vs 
(contrary to Chriſts ordinance) of their power to correct 
andredrefſe the ſame. And, becauſe cvery man wanteth 
this heavenly defenſeand prefervatiue appointed for vs of 
God; without which how ſhould they be preſerved? Yea 
it may be truly ſaid, that they all do want one part of their 
ordinary appointed and ſanctified tood to etcrnall life, 8& 
thatthey all do want the vie of one of the Keyes which do 
open the Kingdom of heaven ordinarily, as before hath 
benſhewed. Why do you not therefore,bretheren,chief- 
ly now atthis time, ſecke vnto God by praycrand to our 
moſt wiſe and noble King, by humble andearneſt ſuit, 
both for your owne, for your peoples, yea tor Chriſts due 
right? Our Sovcraigne 1s a gracious Chriſtian Prince: 
He(as we dayly ſee) righteth every mans teporall wrongs 
who'do comevnto him. Much more will he(being dutt- 
fully anddiligently ſought vnto)give you & your Flockes 
(every of which is Chrifts proper viftible Church ) theſe 
to manifeſt and ſo neceſlarie ſpirituall rights appertayning 
vnto them,8& concerning ſo neerely all their ſoules health. 
And for Chriſts honor who wilbe more forward then he, 
who hath don many things moſt vertuoutly, moſt religt- 
ouſly already heerctofore. For the better procurement 
whereof now,and for the caſter perſivading of you & all 
| | mMCcn 


men _ to ſecke this bleſſing, ]I haue taken alittle paines 
in the collefing of theſe Aﬀſertions and Reaſons before 


going. Hoping that even our Adverfaries hecrein, who 


haue conſciences fearing God,and frameableby his word 
wiſhing ſincerely the right ſtate of Chriſts Viſible Chur- 


chcs in England, will accord with vs,and not preterr their 


owne temporall reſpectes betore Gods true glory,yea and: 


their owneprincipall good. It any (asT teare to many)will 
reliſt and pretend reaſon, and Religion,and care for the 
State,&c. Them1I delire to be as willing, as weare, Chri- 
ſtianly to diſcufle theſe queſtions . Wherein humbly we 
delire that the King him felte would tudge; who is wife as 
an Angell of God, to vnderſtand & determine this whole 
cauſe by the tryall and evidence of Gods written word. 
Which is and muſt beamong Chriſtians the end of all re- 
ligious controverſies. Wherefore now Brethren, I com- 
mend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build vs further,8& to give vs an inheritance among 
tem thatare ſanctificd. 


Your Brother in the Lord 
HENRY IACOB. 


1 am the way,the trueth,and the life. lohn 14.6. 
Irwillnot give my glory to another. Iſa.42.8. | 


T hey teach things which they oneht not far filthy lucres 
ſake. Tit.1.17, 
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